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kx perſon who-publiſh'd theſe let- 
ters about twelve years ago, obſerves 


the Writer of them, never ſuppoſed 
they would be made public, but put 

don the ſentiments of her heart, in the 
confidence of friendſhip. This may ex- 


cuſe the inaccuracies ſome: may find: Be- 
ſides they are not recommended as pat- 
terns of polite epiſtolary correſpondence. 
Their merit is of another kind. It conſiſts 
neither in the fineneſs of the language, nor 
in the elegance of the manner.” —I really 


think it does, as well as © in. the goodneſs 
of the ſentiment,” I am not aſhamed to 
recommend them, as patterns of uy 
_ Polite epiſtolary correſpondence :” exprel- 


ſing the nobleſt ſentiments in the moſt ele- 


gant manner, in the pureſt, yea, and 
fineſh language. Yet undoubtedly even 
the beauty of the language is nothing com- 
pared to the Spirit which breathes through- 
out. Happy they who both taſte her Spi- 
rit and are partakers of it: Who walk in 
the light as He is the hight, and know that 
the bload of Feſus Chrift his Son cleanſeth from | 
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A FOUR letter, my ever dear friend, has been 
ga great blefling to me; that you ſhould write 
40 = in'the ſtyle you now do, filled me with ſuch. 

a ſenſe of mine own unworthineſs, and of the good · 

neſs of God to me, that it melted my ſtony heart, 


* 


and drew tears from mine eyes. Oh would the 
God J adore enable me to be of any help to you, 
. How would my foul dilate in thankfulneſs. Bleſſed 
| Redeemer, draw us both, and fo will we run after 
thee. Oh Spirit of truth deſcend on thine unwor- 
thy ſervants, and make us fully ſenfibfe of the ſeal: 
of our redemption ! Convince us ſtill more deeply; 
of our fins, and make us ſtil} more fully to know, 
that they are waſtiet away by the blood of Jeſus, 
Thou Knewelt the burdens we labour under, the 
diſſipations of our thoughis, our wanderings in 
rayer, our ſpiritual floth, and all the hardneſs of 
dur hearts. Stir us up earneſtly to fſeek after the. , 
things of God, and fix our inconſtant minds. Thou | 
knowelt that we deftie {for this deſire comes from 
thee) that the love of the father may abide -in our | 
hearts, We beg thine aſliftance that- we may eager- 
* > - i | ] 
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1 
1 Oh teach ut f prayer 8 
pre forward:toward the mark of the price. 0 | 

igh eatting. Be chou our g em- 
: forter for everand for ever. . Amen. 

15 What 2 taſk have you laid upon me? I watch 

— yo J y guide air. ee rcom | 

not beds it love, t oy is ni - 

. 'fo w ants a gut be 4 dire s 1 d. 
Sure this letter of yours was particularly deſigned 
| 0 providence to humble me; but unworthy as I 

| I will by. the grace of God ſtrive to do every 
thing you defire of me: but then you muſt return 

the ſame to me, and take me into the number of 
thoſe you watch over. Let us go hand in hand in 
al 3 which lead to everlaſting life. 3 
"hall I ay to quicken your ſteps ? It to 

me "Es I 7 you, b by Mr. 7% 61 ee +3 
© haye a great deal more pleaſure from you, by 

« ing you preſs forward,” Think theſe words were | 
addreſſed to you by the ſame perſon, Oh what 3 
bleſſing of God accompanies the words of 5 who. 

18 ne rmly a Chriſtian, of * who ſpends and is 
+ ent for the 75585 of his maſter, of one who has. 

ng 8970 view but the glory of God and the ſalvation 

1 2215 Who would not ſtrive earneſtly to follow, 
g t an exam le Pp, The ve fight of fuck rer EY 
on animates the oul i in its war are, Oh what oul, 
Which is the leaſt alive to God, would not even 

agonize 40 be perfectly renewed. after the image of. 
on Is your heart, 1s » heart ſo dead, that 

3 will not af Peg. it P- as, 1 grieve. for ng, 

| | 1 e be give ine 55 2 1 1 ou 3. OY 

of; © I have time. for ne more. TY ag? Rites aud and 
HE inlly ence of the eyer- adorable T 2 65 2 e Son, 
2 ad Fol Neun Ll Wa with your cal, | 
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My dear Frie nd, | r 9 


1 Think you ate no through divine grace, ſtrong 

I enougl to bear what L am going to ſay 10 pod, 
that I have long ſeen a mixture of pride and vanity 

even inithe beſt of yo On ces hut I could 
hardy allow myſelf to believe it. What! have 1 
often ſaid, ſhall 1 judge fo of her, whom every body 
admires for her ſurprizing modeſty and humility ? 

Is it not becauſe the is more excellent than myſelf, 

—and therefore I am ſeeking to find ſome fault in her 5 
Then I have often prayed to God not to ſuffer my 
foul' to be deceived by any ſiniſter views, and ip : 


peifett in you What was wanting. And this I tru 
will do for us both, if We keep the longing eye 
ol our fouls ſteadily fixed upon him. Oh for holi- 

neſs of heart? Let us labour, my dear 81 

for holineſs, as a dying finner = ro for Beg + 

1 had yeſterday a moſt delightful letter from 
Mr. ee. "It ſent'me to my knees ſo convinced ef 

my black ingtatitude to my . a father, that 1 

could neither find words nor thoughts ſufficient to 
expreſs my unworthineſs; yet at the ſame time my 
heart was full of W vw under a ſenſe of his 

unbounded mercies. O help me, my dear friend, 

to be more and more thankfut! Such advantages 

— deareſt Jeſus, how Juſtly great muſt be my con- 

deminationh, if I do not make ſuitable improvements, 

Take the eas os of Mr. “ letter, apply it 

to! yourſelf econflantly, . every minute if pothble; 

* You have need therefore to' watch and pray al- 

- wif, and then eſpecially when you might feem 
«to have leaft need. You! have reaſon therefore 
„to fear always: for your enemies are always 
* watching, But you have reaſon likewiſe to re- / 
- oice always, beraufe he chat Keeperhyou never _ 


* eps.“ My 


My dear Friend, 0 „ 
I Have read your letter with tears, and earneſt 
| So ayers to God for you, and for myſelf. We 
are doth unworthy creatures; indeed, my love, we, 
| are, more unworthy. than we can either expreſs or 
l& conceive. Oh let vs fly x0 the blood of ſprinkling, = 
| There and there alone can we find hel. 
n Thanks be to God, that you have a clear view 
of your own heart. This is a moſt profitable pro- 
_ TpeR, though a moſt dreadful one. Think me not. 
cruel, when I wiſh. that the Holy Spirit may deeply. 
wound your ſaul with a ſenſe of its corruptions. 
The deeper the conviction, the firmer the peace 
_ that follows. JJ. EO EY 
I hardly know how to believe you, When you tell 
me you are hurried away by deſires after worldly: 
happineſs. Is it poſſible? Alas, my friend, par- 
don the harſhneſs of the expfeſſionz if the love of 
the, world is in your heart, you, are only a. painted 
pull ire, beautiful. indeed outwardly, but within 
— My dear creature, I cannot, hear to 


, F > ! . 


think this — A Chriſlian be hurried away with. de- 
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res and endeavours after, worldly happineſs! if 
St. Pauls charafter of a chnſtian is right, how far 
are you from being a chriſtian? © Ye are dead, 
? &« fays he, and your life is hid with Chriſt in God.” 
May vet thele viotent ragings of pride, canis 
Sc. you. ſpeak, of, be ſome of the laſt ſtruggles ob 
a, dying enemy? When the ſtrong man armed 
 keepeth'his, houſe, his ggods are in peace, but When 
he that is ſtrenger comes. upon hum. to overcome 
him, and to-take from him that armour in which he 
truſted, no wonder the houſe is in a tumult. And 
this I hope is your preſent caſe, + But beware, my 
dear ſoul, of thinking, that you neyer - ſhall be 
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otherw ie. Lal not the gr ace of Gd. ele 
only to ſay, Peace, be 58 e iwmedlately the 
winds an Tea obey "© But how to obtain 
4 this peace ?”? On my dear May + gb will-you fol- 
low the a advice of then met d moſt bead => 8 


of the ſervants « F Chr | on yourſelf > 
/ cabin iced cee our 1 an fed 


being 

Look u in your Fer as a 
| 1 lhe. | Sel before your 1570 
your. fins, th. alt 55 aggravations; and when: 


. 


Vers: the al right 
ſoul gay (with . 
ties) after thoſe be eee 70 1175 1 7% 


_—_ Chriſt's harids, his feet, his pierced hide; and 
there keep the «of ur wind fixed, var you. 
have af ſenſe of his  pardoning ys until the 

ſtill ſma voice be heard in your - ; of good 
: en y fins pe, "TR rgiyen Wes e 
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780% 0 ? | 
Was * pe 2 — 4 * 1440 0 ts 
think y ya ut nds proc; but if I was mif- 
taken am ve God forbid 'Kowever that 
you thonld Mae gone back: 1 muſt not for my 
own eaſe believe that, The reaſon for your not 
finding d much cottifort. as uſudl flowing from the 
crofs, is becaufe you lay youtffeif too much but 
on outward things. 1 doubt not but your own 
h is indeed very powerful, and it will orb * 
while N indulge yourſelf in caſtle- building. 
fi Ebenen be Nee ig d, they are (ante 
given yon the means 'and power 
Genf wee as re * V 


» I don't, know. any FAN 13 lk more delights- 
1 in, than i in theſe imaginary. good projects. Believe 
me, my dear foul, I ſpeak from experience. There 
is nothing. more r ſelf-will, pride, and. 
every temper _ we. ought tb ſubdue, than theſe. 
| | ſchemes, .] or God's 4a Le Rive 10 get the better 
| ol this folly. I know your temper 1s naturally in- 
delined to it, and therefore you ought to Be more 
hh particularly watchfal.. Cannot you, my love, keep. | 
your thoughts fixed on the preſent moment in a 
Conſtant dependance on the leadings of the Spirit of 
| God, and only. Viſhing, that every ſucceeding mo- 
ment ma A bring à _new.acceſſion of grace to your. 
Fi _ foul, wi bout” Es on, the particular, means, by, 
| which you wou have jt come. 0 3 the will, 155 - 
| in this total reſignation, to God, it-bri a peace los 
the foul, which cannot be' JeleribedG. 
1 don't like your Zoing 0 Va- fall. I think oo 
e bt to try eve poſſible means, to get off. Sup- 
pole you were to be ſincere, and own it was againſt. 
| yourconſcience.” Pray Gad direct you What to do. 
- If you are reall I force to go, „God will preſerve i 
: od the pollutions of the place; being is the 
„think wil mieſsdangero 21 
there; than in 8 „er N 228 e 
viſit you will lie 3 to the worſt cremy vou 
Have, that is, {yourkff... With thoſe \ Na A. 1 
whom you love and: admire, and Lak ve and ad. 
mire you, you will Au the 'T watch», 
8 85 be continually, f falling into dl ſcekan ang 
-apP (46432 i: 934857 
+ fear, m in love way, will Pon. think. me too plain. 85 
in my ſpeaking; but. I K en anſwer it to my con- 
ſcience, fince- what hal n between us, not 10 
warn you of 2 1 thing ſeems to me to pres. 
vent your progreſs, in 95 55 | Don't imagine 0 
; what, I: w iſt vou would ake this viſit to 
- quite the contrary, HY pak ich you. to, opp th hs 


no Fragen a e NPR. wn 
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8 Thould be . your health be not unto youn I 
.occahion of falling, „ 7 2 fa. AN 


4 euer ir fone and efftioate, ac. . 
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Thank Gel that you now ee the e of 
« wandering imaginations in a clearer light ; but I 
cannot gueſs what ſchemes a heart like yours (which 
1 mond hope was defirous of nothing but what im- 
| mediately tended to increaſe-in'it the love of God) 
can purſue, Which are not for what we call doing 
good. Depend upon it, my dear, if you can by 
an act of your will waſte a thought on any future 
view of ha eee that r 1 ＋ only your lituation 
'in this with ou are'yet from the kingdom of 
God. To a Sul, that has but the det Jenks of 
the pardbning love of God, every ahing that does 
not lead to à greater ſenſe of is love is infipid, 
Outward things, according to the preſent cireum- 
ſtances we are in, ought to be attended to with 
rudence; though not with anxiouſnes ; but that 
” ſoul which runs out after them in future ought to - 
tremble, My dear creature, are we. not 88 5 
ment on the brick of eternity, and may r 
| the next, for ought we ang What t 8 
we to do but every moment to graſp hex new de- 
es of grate, new power over fin, a ſtill high 
iſe of the Tove of God ſhed abroad in our hearts? 
Without h olineſs no man ſhali fee the Lord 
Alas! What is a life of fixty or ſeventy years (ſup- 
_poling we could be certain of ſo many) to attain 
univerſal holineſs ? And ſhall we loſe a ' moment? 
Wente they we muſt A great TY but Mi our. 
In 


— 


> 


„ 


985 * a ; a 3X. N 


5 . * I 
of, that end, for . we were excated, and to 
which we have ſuch glorious encouragement, 


l What ! ſhall Chriſt cry out to us in vain, "Give 


© me thy heart?” Or ſhall we dare to divide that 


heart, which coſt him ſo dear? Oh my friend, be 


: Gas ment Goat im. 


jealous for your 3 Gods: tors not © that 


* 


I am ſorry you 5 er e at  Vaux-hal! ' wo 


| could not nave believed it had yau.npt-told me ſo 


urſelf. I ſee, my love, I have thought far too 


O 
$8 ghly of you. What a frightful Jiftance is there 
Kill between vou, and à chriftian.! Could any ohe 


he, had the mind which, was in Chriſt, haye felt 


ad het you, was fo. 


mind for a longer time, but your. taking deli 
meſe did. not ſhew furh an exceſs ve deprayity of 


aſure wherethey Jaw God diſhonoured, and = 
low-creatures running .beadlong,to. deſhry 


Nou had reaſon indeed io he aſhamed, 
The curiglity in . > 
4 725 


the Ta e inſtryments Wight diſtract 


EP 


iheart, as = Abex ;; for aſtronomy as. ,quly acci- 


Tee, made a. means of 
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Wards. Yo. Oy Are, my 72 
0 be we 


10 work: 1 ry now, be | 
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| Ee long continuance of health-and vigour, may ſoon 55 


perhaps become defaced and loathlome meat for 
£rawhing worms, aud that ſoul, that precious and 
immortal ſoul of yours, which is now far TO TOR, 
its creator as it ought: to do, may ſvon ſtand.naked 
in the fight of that Goch to whom: it has been un- 

grateful—its day of probation paſt and its lot 
caſt for a whole eternity. Ob my friend, my 
deareſt companion in my pilgrimage, I conjure you 

by all your heart holds dear, that you loſe not a 
moment! Ob may that Gad, who is love itſelf, fo 
inflame your ſoul with a ſenſe of his loves, af, may 
conſume all its droſs, and make it through Chri 


* 


an acceptable ſacrifice to himſelf! I think the laſt 


time I ſaw you I had the ſatis faction of obſerving 
leſs of felf- ferking in you, than I ever did before, 


Sure God will give me greatly to rejoice in you. 


Fare wel. W henever, my love, I think too well 
of you, fail not to tell me, and take ſhame to your- 
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5 — - 


I an yours, &c. 
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My dear Friend, bd 55 
Thank you for your letters, and rejoice at a 
great part of the account you give me. You 
have been very happy indeed; and it ſeems io me, 
that God gave you this happineſs as preparatory, to 


the trials, which were to cnſue, and if you ſhould 
| after this, goodneſs, of God towards you 1 his 


Holy Spirit, by ſuffering: your beart to indulge an 


temper, which you know to be contrary to his will, 


what words would be ſtrong enough to paint your 
black ingratitude? I will deal plainly with you. 1 


1 ol 
2 1 


— 


think you are now in à moſt dangerous 5 . 


8 % 


| 4 4 1 
E Gage around you will conſpire to tompt. yon 
S fin Which rt + gene: you, e 
| fore vou muſt not be ate. moment off your g rh - 
You muſt pray without: ceafing, even in the fulleſt - 
þ oo of the _ and 8 ſtrive to have 
ainted in your mation Chri 
pary > refed: Tae: is hing — 9 
5 prev humhle us, than the of the : 
Jufferings-of Chrift, When you find yourſelf goi 
© lay. or do any; thing with a viewito praiſe, t ink, 
Mis temper, this vanity: - of mine added to the weight 
of my Saviour's om: and made more bitter 
Kis cup of bitterneſs. Oh, if you had a ſoul capable 
of: fee ing, if you have one ſpark of gratitude, can 
you thin 5 and in Was you now ſtanding | 
x Mount Culvary near the croſs of the bleſſed Jedes 
tſuppoſe the dread ful deed was but now performing) 
aid you ſaw the Redeemer of the world juſt nail 
to his croſs, ſay, would you help to: — the nails 
ſtill deeper? Would you preſs the thorns cloſer to 
his ſacred temples? Would you help to increaſe 
that load, which made him cry out, My God, 
„ my God, why hait thou 5 Ne. me? Does 
not your ſoul ſhudder at the thought? O m friend, 
would you not rather die, gladly die, for this your 
ſuffering Lord? Would you not gladly be cut in 
ten thouſand pieces to ſave him one pang? I know 
you would. And will you not ſtrive againſt that 
| fin, which increaſed his.ſufferings ? Will you not 
Arive, my love ? — Yes, yl you will, Is not 
every thing we can give up by far too ſmall a return 
for What this Redeemer 1 done for us? And ſhall 
we not give this little ? Above all ſhall we not give - 
what moſt of all ſeparates us from him, our 
Tove, and /elf-feching 7 Think my friend When any | 
ove. is hinting 10 you, how extraordinary you are 
| eek this perſon is 1gnorantly driving me from my 
* Saviour.” And if you ſhould, which God for- 
15 Bad , ten ted to indutge a' vain com- 
Place "their ente think 5 | 
their 


ow 
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| God will preſerve you from the pride, which gene- 
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| know your heart as it really; is, ang bluſh, for thus 


decreiving.them, Recollect. ſame. of. the mean mo- 
tives which rhaps have been the ſprings of, ſome 
of your mo _ admired, words and actions, and Je 

your ſoul within you; be humbled . to the d. Lo 
And, my. dear, I beg you will be. careful how you 
draw praiſe upon yourſelf by praifing others. 
This is what 1 am very apt to fall into; and there- 
fore I am the more ſenſible of its hunfulnefs, And 
beware how you ſer yourſelf to attempt explain- 
ing nice point» of doctrine, vnleſsit.is evident. therg 
will be good done by it, and then you mav, hope 


rally accompanies this diſplay of the capacity. May 
you conſtantly walk in the light of Gad's counte- 
nance,.and-go on conquering, and to conquer. 


* 1 
4 , 


2 SA 


[3) 4D) 4D) ED) 6D) 6) GD CID) DI) eB). 
| 5 Þ : HS 13 E SE $43 2 a 3 4 
1 Am glad, my dear friend, that your viſit to'*** 
has been of ſuch benefit to you; and I pray God + 
fo continue it to your foul, and not to ſuffer the! 


| l wear off, Temptations doubtleſs 
will | 


will attend every ſuuation we are in, but the foul 
that reſts ſecure in the love of God will 0 con- 
quer them. I wiſh you may find more and more 
benefit from the church pray ers: they are for hu - 
man compoſitions very excellent, and I believe the 
beſt form of prayers that ever was put together. I 
cannot reproach you for that which God has par- 
doned, but you certainly ought now to be more 


_ watchful, that you fall not again: for then great 
_ indeed would be your condempation. The danger 


which may accrue to you by going to Miſs *** will 


I find be known to you f only, She is 


elf, and I love her; 
which 8 
abſolutely” 


certainly a good creature her 


„ * 


ELE 
abſolutely contrary to the * rit T affi ſeeking after; 
She is not capable, my dear, of watching your 
words with any ill deſgn. Her only view is to find 
out your errors, and if poſſible cure you of them. 
doubt not but if you could converſe with her 
Alone, and keep clear of diſputes, ſhe might be of 
great uſe to you, arid J hope. God will bleſs this and 
every other means to the good of your ſoul, The 
moſt excellent people in the world will be of little 
avail, unleſs his Spirit aſſiſts, and with this there is 
; ons N mean, but what may tend to 
Tos e his love in our hearts, For my on part 
flere, and ſolitude ſeem at preſent beſt for me, 
and J am more hurt by ſome religious people, whom 
3 170 verſe with, than by the people of the world. 
_*  ThEved there is ſcarce any, who does not in ſome 
meaſüre huft me, except Mr. *. Numberleſs 
are the ſnares that lie in our way to the heavenly 
eee that awaits us at the end 
is well worth the ſtriving for, even unto blood. 
Beſides the encouragements and comforts we find 
in the way ale glorious: ſure I am that Alexander 
never found ſo much joy in all his conqueſts, as the 
ſoul that preſſes after the foot-ſteps of Chriſt does 
in one conqueſt over ſelf-will.' There is more de- 
Ught in ſuffering for God, than in reigning with 
the world. Ta claſp the. croſs of Chriſt cloſe to 
the heart is more happineſs than angels can give; 
and what inexpreſſible ſatisfaction is it to a ſoul, 
whoſe. every faculty loves its Redeemer, to cry 
eee, TOILT OE Mo Boe bes of 
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Give me to ſeel thine agonies, + 
One drop of thy ſ:d cup afford 
1 fain with thee would ſympathize, - .. 
And ſhare the ſufferings of my Lord. 


* * 
1 


on God of unſpeakable 5 ur bounded love, 
'how. little is all we can do or ſuffer for thee ! Oh 
2 8 3 | | that 


e, 
h 


at 


ata e li geen 
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able to your "foul; The atte 
a dear relation in danger of death, is a moſt glorious- 


tw 


that we e might: not have a thought, nor even a pulſz 4 


beat, but for our God! What is. all that, earth: or 
heaven itſelf can give in compariſon of thee ? Oh 
uncreated beauty, how does every other excellence 
fade away at thy preſence !' How does a taſtę of thy 
_ make every other love inſipid! and a-ray of 
ay light darken the brighteſt; of created beings! 
8 when ſhall our fouls: be wholly ſwal- 
lowed up in thee! When ſhall we know thee even 
alſo as we are known l- Thou knoweſt the deſire 


| of our hearts, thou ſeeſt how our ſauls ſtretch, and 


yont. after thee, even to fainting! Oh give ug to- 
1 


mage, until we come to drink freely of them from · 


that river, which proceedeth. out of the throne: f 


God, and of the Lamb wy s ever 290-4 . Amen, 


My beloved 4 Friend, © 


you, in-orderin your being at L at a time, 
when it muſt, inflead of being hurtful, be p A 
ing the lick bed : of- 


time for exerciſing a number of chriſtian graces. 


8 ſoene as this keeps the mind in a 


„humble, fecollected, ſerious; and im your 


3 circumſtances this illneſs of *** has 1 
you from moſt of the ſnares you-epprahendodl log 
docs every thing work together good to 


who love God! and how cet + is that N 


which does not / ſtrive more and more to Jove him 


in deed; and in truth - Whats) my * are the in- 


ward temptations you complain of, and what are 


_—_ Or r Fel ching you” 


B g. een 


ink of the waters of life, even in this our pilgri- 


FE Have: been r tis wodbets off God's 5 | 


A 


v4 — 


— — < * a 
——— —— 2 ———· *—ͤ?äb 2 T-T!T·l 
- 
; C 
" I 9 
» 
„ 


—— — 
— — — 
an 8 


= 1 * 
. ; : 

"= 6 > a L 2 : g 

—— —ul 1554 - ——— — Z—— —U—j——̃— — . —ͤ—e—ẽe . —— — PO — - — 


— — — "<= Be we —— — — ——— ́——ↄä ä Cera > 


— - 
—ͤ—ũ—m-ᷓ — — — —— de 
FP —— 


II 18 | ] ; . I 
can do is not to argue about them in your own 
mind, but immediately fly to prayer; and if you 


cannot pray, only wiſh earneſtly to pray. Tis 


Tight, that you ſhould'think' yourſelf the vileſt 
creature breathing, and 1 am every day more and 


more convinced, that every ſoul which really loves 


God "muſt neceſſarily in its own particular think 


the ſame: and in whatever proportion the love 


of God increaſes in the ſoul, in the ſame pro- 


33 will the ſenſe of its own vileneſs and help- | 


Aeffneſs increaſe; *til} at laſt it is in a manner anni- 


1 


"hilated before Cod. This is a point which the 


wiſdom of the world cannot underſtand, and which 


no ſcheme of doctrine can teach the heart; but 


When we truly know Jeſus Chriſt crucified, then 


eee Iv ny What! to me ſuch love ? 


VU whence fuck love tome? oe 
I grieve fot the fin you fell into. Had the tem- 
per of your mind been really chatitable, you cer- 


to the vileſl cho moſt ungrateful. of all creatures? 
© | 


tainly could not lightly have ſpoken evil of any one. 


Nothing is more contrary to the true ſpirit of the 


| in moſt other reſpe&s are unblameable. 


goſpel, than this want. of univerſal love, and yet 
there is nothing ſo common even among thoſe who 

are un View ought 
we every moment to watch! Oh when ſhall we 
indeed fe: renewed after the image of Chriſt. 
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IAT, my dear companion, can I write ſo 
*V Y' animating as your preſent circumſtances? 
God ſeems, I think, in a'moſt peculiar manner to 


| Watch ober your ſoul for good. What intereſting, 
what heart-affecting ſcenes have you gone thrhugh 


The actount I have bad of your death, has 


2 2 ö ets. "WIS © BS; N + - 1 we ® 3 | 
made me ſee the goodneſs' of God to yu in the 
8 RS COM fſtrongeſt 
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19 
"ſtrongeſt light, and J am ready to ſhudder, When 
I think that it is poſſible, even after all-this, that 
vou ſhould again be ungrate ful. Oh watch every 
moment! Think what horrors and agonies you muſt 
feel, if you ſhould now ſuffer y our heart to turn 
- aide from this tender and merciful God! The cir- 
cumſtances you are now in are like fivè talents given 
to your care. Remember you are to gain to them 
five talerits more, or expect to hear theſe dreadful 
words — Thou flothful and wicked fervant, &e. 
 Yevur heavenly Father ſeems to be making a plain 
way before your face. I ſee you in a light almoft 
- prophetical, ' I rejoice, and yet I tremble, You . 
ſeem pointed out, I think, as an inſtrument inthe - 
hands of God for the converfion of Mifs *; but 
here you will be in danger from your old enemies, 
pride; and love of teaching, and above all that ſelf- 
letting up which you have found ſo difficult to over- 
come. Oh my dear love, fail not ever hour of the 
day to pray particularly for humility. I truſt you are 
not in danger from any increaſe of for: une. No ſurely. 
The heart of my beloved friend cannot be ſo mean 
and low, as to pride itfelf in droſs and dirt. Per- 
haps you will find ſome difficulties in regard to the 
'tempers of . your ***; how neceſſary will it be for 
you in this caſe to place conſtantly before your eyes 
the meekneſs and lowlineſs of the Lamb of God? 
And fear not, you will in all theſe things be more 
than conqueror through him, who has loved you. 
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1 Pity you, my dear friend; I {aw yeſterday, that 

1 your head was full, and your heart not ſo warm 
towards God as it ſometimes is. Oh when. ſhall 
ve be ſree from theſe / diſtractions ? Or rather when 
ſhall our love to our Redeemer be fo intenſe, that 
our hearts may be conſtantly fixed on him, * 
"72.5 35 4.2 | As 


TS, 
as it were) walk through the fire without being 
pers remember — * ſometimes ſaid to ou 
the beginning of laſt ſummer, There is more a 
vaſt deal in faith than we all imagine; and 
though, thanks to the free grace of God, we both 
know more of faith now, than we did at that time, 
yet I may ſtill repeat the ſaying, aud may continue 
io repeat it, till our eyes are fully opened in eter“! 
nity. All things are poſſible to him that be- 
6 heveth,” faid the God of truth; and why then 
not you and I conquer all fin ? Becauſe we do 


| not believe. The unbounded riches of the grace of 


God in Chrift Jeſus are hardly more aſtoniſhing, 
than. the perverſneſs of that ſoul, which will not 
— Fully truſt in them. Chriiſt ſtands ever ready to 
ſave to the uttermoſt, if we will but believe, that 
he can, and will do-it ; and: we draw. back and 
ſhrink from his redeeming hand. We ſuffer the 
dark, clouds of our fallen nature to obſcure the glo- 
rious light of the pramiſes of God. And though» 
our heads may be fully convinced of their truth, 
and we may have ſome deſires of attaining them, 
yet there is in the centre of our ſouls an hidden - 
raot of unbelief, Which juſt, as we are going to lay 
hold on the prize whiſpers — © How can thels 
things be?” and then we fink. I bave heard 
it obſerved of the eagle, that ſhe holds her young. 
ones fu]l againſt the bright beams of the mid-day 
ſun: if they behold.it Redfaſtly ſhe nouriſhes them, 
but if they turn away their heads or ſhut their eyes, 
ſhe daſhes them to the yore There - ſome- 
thing very ſtriking in this. A nominal believer, 
| Ce putin of hotinefs, has all the out- 
ward marks of a true believer, as theſe daftard& 
eagles have of the others, but he cannot look ſted- 
| falhy at the glorious beams of the fun of righteouF. 
neſs: and how dreadful is the conſequence 7 Oh 
my love, how ought: we to watch and pray: How 
careful ought we to be not o loſe ſight for one 
moment of our immaterial ſun, leſt the eye of our 
*; . | minds 
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I love thee; thou. knoweſt, 


minds ſhonld by that means contract a dimneſs and 
weakneſs, which might render us incapable of ſteds 
faſtly beholding him, when he ſhall appear in all 
the fulneſs of his glory. May the God of mercy 
preſerve you in all temptations, and be your por 
lion in time and in eternii /. 
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10 dear ati 


Y Praiſe God with my whole heart for your hap - 
pineſs and ſtrength, and&I pray him to increaſe 
it every moment. Oh may that bleſſed peace never 
leave your ſoul: it is eternal life begun, and ten 
thouſands laid in the balance with this peace would 
be all lighter: than vanity, It is a; glorious ſign, 
that. in- eutward troubles,” or inward temptations, 
you can leave the means of your deliverance in- 


- tirely to God, n your imagination 


to run out after the manner in which you probably 
may be delivered. Oh that we could always ven- 
ture ourſelves upon the mercies of our God! Then 


would he indeed, work wonders for us — wonders 
which we now can ſcarce believe,” though the God 


of truth himſelf declares them unto us. And thts 


Sd will ſurcly keep/you'in'the dangers to which 
vou are going to be expoſed; if you will be watch- 


ful to keep the eye of your mind conſtanily turned 
towards him, and wait and” hang upon him, as a 
little child on its ſond parent, drawing all your 

help, all your comfort from him, and him alone. 
If you have but little out ward retirement, ſhut more 


cloſely the door of your heart, and there in its in- 
moſt receſſes commune with. your God, and Re- 


deemer, there be continually erying unto him — 
Lord thou knoweſt all things, thou knoweſt that 
8 life and joy of my 


E = 


1 2 1 „ 
foul; that 1 Anon othine Jus to do thy-perfe& 


will, and to be conformed to the likeneſ of thy. 
fufferings, as well as to the likeneſs of thy refur- 


rection. Oh erueify in me the whole body of fin F 


Give me an, humble, + wortified, and c ild-like 
ſpirit,” and in thine own good time: Perfect the 


work thou haſt begun in my. ſbul. 

As to examples which are not good, I hope 1 
may ſay, that all the effect they can have upon my 
beloved friend (in her preſent happy ſtate of mind) 
will be to drive her nearer to her God, and · in that 

nearneſt what epa does. the boljeving, ſou A 


«i; Werthe etch and hell engage 

ur To- take tha foul with ears 8 

$24  Calmly it defies the rage 
enen b 


| Sufering faith | Gall brighte brighter grow, 
0 gold when in the furnace wied 


will we know; 
ERIC . 


1 1 love, let thoſe wh file themſelves our 
. s join with the world in calling us maße, 


and enthufiaſts.. Still ſted faſtiy fixed on the rock. 


_ 3 | be moved, we will endure, nay Joy- 


roach- far his Take, who: hid: | 
288 ——_ . Hr r rom ſhame and ſpitting. for 5 oof | 


lakes, to make us. (accurſed and loſt creatures) heirs 


of eternal glory. Oh that his- ſtrength may but e 


company us, and che light ol his countenance con- 


tinually abide with us and - then we ſhall not fail % 


$9. conquering and to conquer. Amen. | 
For God's ſake avoid. d of all kinds, I 
was: delighted. the laſt ti me you was: with me, to 
obſerve that yo was greatly altered for the ver 
in this reſpe&. Think not that I will omit to 

for you, and fail not to pray for me. ama gh friend, 


0 boos e time be * in . 
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trample all temptations under your feet: 


W 


o 


J have not brought back the ſame heart you cars 
ried with you: for I thought I diſrovered the'two 


Aaſt times I ſaw you, a falling off from the grace 


you had and the happy ſtate of mind you had} 

in; but for God's ſakeqtrĩve to recover yourſelf be. 
-fore you are ſunk lower. Think how dreadfat your 
caſe will be, if you ſhould ſo grieve” the Spirit of 
God, as to cauſe him todepart from yu. I know 
your heart to be ungrateful and deceitſul, and ycu 
yourſelf know full well how much it is ſo; but fear 


not to ſearch into its moſt hidden corruptions. Was 


it ten times more vile and pollutted than it is, the 
blood of 0 is all-ſufficient to cleanſe it. And 
my dear .foul, let me intreat of you earneſtly to 
ſeek after a clear and conſtant ſenſe of the pardon- 
ing love of God. This omy can enable n to 
believe 
me, unlefs you really walk in the light of his coun- 
tenance, you never can conquer all the powers and 
works of darkneſs. Oh ſeek the peace which paſſes 
all underſtanding. You have need enough of it, T 
am fure, confidering the many ſnares you walk in. 
I really fear you do not diligently feek* after God: 
tis very certain they that ſeek ſhall find; and there- 
fore that the Redeemer is not fully manifeſted in 
your ſoul is entirely owing to your ſloth and neg- 
ligence. How is it poſſible for you to keep your 
ground againſt temptations which are continually. 
ſtriking upon your ſenſes, unleſs you have in you 
the ſubſtance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not ſeen? When our underſtandings are 
clear in goſpel doctrines, we are too apt to imagine 
our hearts are ſo. My dear friend, for God's fake 
deceive not yourſelf, Oh ſuffer not your' * 
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reſt, till you can ſay with full aſſurance of faith, 


My bus are forgiven.“ Depend upon :t-this. is 
the firſt ſtep in I ria e "Cod. 
every moment from the bottom of your heart, and 
he will do more for you, than you' can either aſk 

or think, I am a witneſs.of- his free. and houndleſs 

mercx. For ſome days paſt I have been in the wil- 
derneſs, my ſoul weary, faint, and deſolate; NOTE» 
joicing in Gad; not one ray from the ſun of righte- 
ouſneſs: but this morning, this bleſſed morning, my 
beloved returned to my Pl, and I rejoiced with 

joy unſpeakable, and could ſay with the - fulleſt aſ- 
Sarance, + My fins are done away—Chriſt.1s mine 
God the Father is my reconciled father — God 

ee the Holy Ghoſt is my comforter and 751 | 
Oh my friend, my heart is now ſo overwhelmed 1 

can ſcarce write, I could repeat a thouſand and a 
| thouſand times over—Chrife. is mine. My ſoul is 

ready to ſpring. out of its priſon, and I could at this 
moment face death in all its moſt horrible proſpects 
to go to my Redeemer. Oh death, where is thy 
ſting? Oh grave, where is thy victory? My dear 
love, vou know not what you loſe by your negli- 

gence. Oh ſeek, ſtrive, agonize; could you ſuffer 
the utmoſt tortures in body or mind, they would be 
all as nothing to gain, one moment of this ſweet- 
neſs: and Oh pray for me, that I may not by ſin- 
ning grieve the bleſſed comforter, and loſe wy BY 
ſent peace. God be with you my dear friend, God 
bleis you both now and for ever, . 


7 * 


1p My dear friend, 5 1 
I Mourn for you, ad may you mourn too from 
1 your very inmoſt ſoul, till: God himſelf gives you 
the true comfort, Oh thou dear backſlider, _ | 
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ſhall I fay ? How ſhall Ind words. fr 


2 ang enough 

7 to make geting N on a hearꝗ ſo inconſtant, 
. ſo flothful,” and careleſs? Oh that the Spirit of God 
4 would aſſiſt my weak endeavours, and point my 
* otherwiſe unavailing words! You own/you.do not 
P ſtrive earneſtly : alas I too, plainly ſee you, do not. 
7 But the bleſſed Comforter ſtriyes with you, and, till, 
4 you refiſt and grieve him. How, irkſome is it tome... | 
7 always to write the ſame thing My:dear.Joul, far 
* God's ſake be more in earneſt. How can you talk 

1 of ſloth and careleſſneſs, when you are. ſtanding on 
* the brink of a precipice ? Can you promiſę yourlelf; 
* another day ? And are you fit to die in the ſtate you; 
d are now in? Nay, are you not afraid to die ? Oh, 
. iſ the Lord ſhould ſay, of you, as of the barren.fige, 
1 tree, Cut ii down, why cumbeteth it the graund, 
a how. would you; be overwhelmed with dread and, 

is confuſion? For you who know ſo well what are 
is the glorious promiſes of the goſpel, to ſuffer your 
ts | thoughts to run upon worldly things is inexcuſable, 
* It ſeems - ſtrange, that you ſhould think you love 
WW Chriſt morz than you did, When you was in a bet- 
[> ter ſtate ; however above all things hold faſt, and 
T ſtrive to inereaſe this loye,- but then at the lame, 

© time take care that you hate ſin in the ſame pro- 

t- portion, and that you ſtrive againſt it with the ut- 

* moſt earneſtneſs: foe to talk of loving Chriſt, and 
>= at the ſame time to give way to ſloth, careleſſneſs, 

d and worldly-mindedneſs, is an abominable mockery. 

8 If you are encompaſſed with ten thouſand tempta- 

. tions neyer feat, ſa. your on heart conſent not to. 

4 them. Youriblefſed|maſter;will ſurely help you, if: 

> you can'but. teuſt;him + and never give way, to that 
ſceming impoſſibility of praying. Though perhaps. 
: you cannot pray with comfort, or with any kind of 

15 connection, yet if you be ever ſo diſtracted you may 

+3 ſurely cry,, Lord, have mercy.upon me—Jeſus, pity 

n me. Or. even ſuppoſing you could not do this from: 
u your heart, aſk yourſelf whether you do not deſire to 
it 


pray; and if you de, eee defires 
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twill be a pray | Could you. 


not make the ipetcaſe of your And by 
joining at flated times of the 42 in e akt of 


devotion ? If it were bat” for-one quarter of an hour 


at 'a time, there would doubtleſs' be a bleffing at- 


tending it. Suppofe you were to fing an hymn to- 


2765 or by turns pray, either from ſome form 

prayer, or, what would be better, extempors, 
You ought” rather to ibe filent, and be thought a 
mope, than to join in trifling diſcourſe. Conſider, 
my love, you are to fet an example to your young 
Friends ; and fear not but God will $ liver you 


From this bondage into the glorious liberty of his 


children. The feeble truſt you now have is the 
work of his b effed Spirit, and he will increaſe it 
into an holy confidence. Let not therefore your 
comfort ſicken, but truſt in that Jeſus, Who died 
that you might live; to 82 all-wereiful boſom I : 


| commit . 4 
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qu. 1 our 3 . not prevent 
your arp watching over your own heart, 
and preſſing forward in the way of 3 In 
the midſt of all theſe — death may come! 
Ant are you fit to die? We cannot-too often aſk 
durſelves this queſtion,” we cannot be to Terious. 5 
There is only a moment between us and eternity. 
May the Lord ' Jeſus fo. prepare us, that at what- 
_ ever hour he calls we 8 e ready, our lam 
trimmed, and we ne as thoſe who Wait för 
the Aditu, my 2 . the Al- 
| mighty preſervs you from alt © evil, ?OS — 


which caults this F e 1 often 


r . — A ĩ⅛¹üͤI3“CN—ͤ— — Nke 


W 
Tots pride 3 ſel6fhnef. The 


own. continual. bai 11g; 


Was your heart: ſjncere, God would, ftrengthen yon 
at all times to look. up. to; him. But if as; you ſay, 
fg trifled away: your: Une, an and,induſged an unwil- 

; ingneſz to prayer, no Wonder Cod with:held- 4hat. 


Hoon of bis proce | he would:\qtherwiſe have given 
| I upon it, whenever yon ſind an un- 
4 Trad to l that 8 all tings is the. maſt pro- 
i. | per 


e ee ice, ar love, can any i 
0 1 ſay be of to hy b all i 
my power to keep your mind. more. ſte: dy, but. 

vain. If God has at any time ſo bleſſed my lette! 
that they have made any impreſſion on vou, it bs | 
gone off in two gr the rc days: and when ou bave 
Had thoſe: great benefits indeed of- ider Wit 
living chriſtians,. though for a'time : you have | | 
raiſed and tively, yet you have ſogt. ſunk into your 
former floth and careleſineſs; - There way. _ 
tainly be ſome bidden corraption in 2 

dy — 


-I would: a bosk, but you are in truth one of the” A 
[moſt phzaling books | ever met with 1 often rejoige | 
toſee in as +] think) an, inc | 


5 grace, Al 

a decreaſe : of that ride and ſelfiſhneſ: which under. 
an/appearance 975 humility. yon once had to a great 

degree. 120 laſt ms yu was with. wy 1 thovehy 
ou great Vanceds.a ou are fallen a | 
S 8 Lord Jeſus en again 
up. Indeed, my dear Poul, you — and wound 
me. You. bring ſorrow in my heart, and tears in 
my eyes: : nay and ſometimes. your letters tempt me 
to impatience; but then L immediately recolle& my 
Abd me long -ſuffering 
of God towards. me, An en l. be impatient with 
my friend ö. {Ifiyour;) want of. retirement it not. owing. 

to yourſelf, peyer lay your coldueſs upon that:. for 
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| 20 unbeliever- 
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per for you to pray in; therefore never ſay on fuch 

an occaſion, I will. go read. ſome good book, or 
do ſome good work, which may perhaps, bring 
my mind into a better frame for prayer.“ 
do not ſo fooliſhly ; but 80, and woas yo if 
' before” God with all your unwillin neſs; an e 
will ſoon give ou both oy will a and 1 N : 
1 him. Alla. 1 0 
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1 is ais te bor me to . rightly, un 1 
4 know more of your affair, and then I doubt not, 
bat God, if we alk in ſincerity, will direct us both 
0 agree in our ſentiments, as to what will be moſt 
"conc ucive to Four eternal welfare. However thus 
much I can now fay, be not unequally yoked With 
To marry a man in hopes of mak 


ing him a. chriſtian, will be leading yourſelf into 


temptation. The advantages you ſpeak of may 
doubtleſs be great bleſſings to, ou, if you are very 
certain you can enjoy them. Vou ought to be — 
Explicit with the perfor, vnde dei he is, both wi 


regard to your ſentiments: and his own heart, Vou 


draw the mind from God'than' i in à fi 


bannt imagine the continua! faares you. wil walk 


zin, if you are Joined to one, Who ib not joined fo 

Chriſt; eſpecially if you have any fondneſs for him. 

As in a matried ſtate there are more -allurements to 
ole one, 


li ihe companion be a chriſtian) there are alſo ad- 


vantagesin it, which perhaps may almoſt malle the 
batance een But how dreadful Will it be, if he 
ho ſhould be your help prove to you an'occafion of 
| fallipg ? Above all thin ings, „my deer, try the fincerity 
of your own - heart. Examine welt whether you 
can decent this offer with” 4 e the e 


4 
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yon are now plungi 


dr we ed f..)... ] 8 


, = | 
of God, and the good of your own foul; and fear 
not, if you aſk counſel of God in faith nothing wa- 
vering, that he will give you freedom of mind, 
either to accept or refuſe as will be moſt profitable 
for d ou. 14 17100 25 „„ . 48 

* not wonder that your ſoul is at pre nt diſ-· 
tracted. with worldly thoughts, An affair of this 
kind always occaſions a thouſand diſtractions, eſpe 


cially where it is in ſuſpenſe. I fear your increaſe” 


happineſs. The Lord Jeſus bleſs you; I pity ou. 


What need have we of. continual: aſſiſtance from 
above? How do we walk as on burning coals? 
O let us ſtrive for that ſtate. of mind, in which we 
can ſay, nothing gives me pain but what is con- 
trary to the will of God, and tends o draw m 
ſoul from him; and nothing gives me pleaſure, bub 
as it is agreeable io his will, and tands to draw myr 


| ſoul nearer to him. Adieu. 
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MM dear Soul, 
Am glad to write to you once more under the; 
; name of , and I: hope God will give me- 
engih.to ſay all 4 wich at this important junQure,... 
Important it is indeed to. you and the ncarer the- 
time approaches, the more I feel for you. Alas, 
| 1 into difficulties, which you- 
can have no notion of until you experience them. 
You will have need of more than double watch», 
falneſs. Oh cry. earneſtly to God for grace and. 
ſtrength to keep: your ſoul from ſinking. under the 
deluſive arguments, which your three grand ene« ' 
mies, the world, the fleſh, and the devil will be 
continually attacking you with in your new-ſtate; 
of life. You know, 7 love, in all our inter- 
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courſe, I have not failed to ſet before you the dif. 
advantages and diſtractions you muſt neceſſarily 
meet with in a married life. This I thought it ty 
duty to do, though your intentions in regard to 
marriage were always founded upon chriſtian mo- 
ties. Had 1 found you inclined to dedicate your- 
ſelf more particularly to God in a ſingle ſtate, I 
ſhould, doubtleſs have encouraged that inclinatioh; 
but as this was not the caſe; and 1 did not dare ab- 
ſolutely to diſſuade any one from marrying, 1 have 
there fore only ſtrove to guard you againſt the evils 
; attending that condition, and pray God grant you 
may find them ôverbalanced by the good. The firſt 
evil, which people are apt to fall into when they mar- 
ry, is an extreme ſelfiſnneſs: this I have ſeen moſt 
flagrant inſtances: of, but then the people were not 


* 
— 


chriſtians. Oh my friend, remember you have 
taken upon you the. ſacred name of chriſtian. The 
next thing which our ſex in particular is very ſub- 
ject to, is a pretty indolence of ſoul, and a kind 
of hu ging themſelves as though they were become 
Ftople of yaſt conſequence; and then all they fay 
or do, and every thing which belongs to them, is 
of importance. You. will think perhaps there is no 
danger of your falling into any thing fo tow and 
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vou, and if you once grow important, the floods 


, 
away by the impetuoùs torrent,” The Lord jeſus 
bleſs you and keep ou, and grant that im alf the 
changes of this mortal life, your heart may there 


be fixed where 
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„Kno nod how to aſſume to myſelf the hire 
ter you mention, and yet I: +a not neglect ta 


40 any thing; which: you-tell me mey be of beneßt 
to your ſoul; I know God can convey bleflings by 


the: meanelt inſtrument, and relying wholly 2 his 
power and goodneſs, I enter again into this cor- 
reſpondence. Vou complain that I have not*lately 
been ſo watchful over you as uſual: In writing K 
certainly have not, and you know the reaſon ; ut 
as to Ipeaking, if I have there failed, it is entirely 


owing to my being ſo apt to think highly of you. 


1 fear i in this I may have 710 with you as with 
my own heart — judged oo favourably. of both. 
May God give me a clearer inſight both. into 0 
and into myſelf. 

1 doubt net but your preſent eondiiigh* contri- 
butes greatly to your being more in earneſt, ang 
you have need io lay up all the ſtrength ybu can 
againſt what may be * of trial i bed, L am 
glad you found ſuch 'a blefling on Sunday. 
doubt not but che greater degree of light and joy 
you have, the more yo will be aſſaulted by temp 
tations, and theſe Perhaps not only of a "ſtrange, 


but alſo of an impertinent and * ridiculous” kind, 


The devil will ſometimes. play the buffcon! But 8 
have found the beſt way of dealing with theſe temp - 
tations was not to combat them, But to let them 
ms gh the. mind, as Lyon would + do a i er 
croud”of pe our,” r wit 0 

regarding them. r þy f Bon. b 4 
The ſpeaking evil of ole neighbour before you | 

are aware, though it has not alf the bla 194 
eee evil — yet it is a * 
f at 
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_ that you have not that ſpirit of love, without which 
the higheſt attainments are but as ſounding braſs, 
and a a 79 eymbal. I often am forty to ſee 

now muck this divine” temper is wanting amongſt. 
religious people. For my own part, I ſtand ſelf- 
condemned in this, though it is a ſih, which I have 
even a natural. averſion to; and I fear there are 


but few hearts in which this root of /hitterneſs does - Will 
not grow almoſt: imperceptihle. However, the | 
captain of our ſalvation can give us to tread even f 
this enemy. under our feet Let us therefore go on, 
nothing diſcouraged, truſting in his help, and | 
following his ſteps, until we apprehend- that, : 


2 which we ae apprehended. of this: divine | 


Your ever affelionate and faithful, G 
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IR. F. has deſired me to meet · Dr. at his 
M;houſe; but though I honour the e 
that worthy man, yet I. rather fear, than deſire to do 0 
N read n 1 — nething ä 
to be thought.well of. I ſee ſuch à depth of pride. 
and ſelf love in my, on heart, that I dread anything, 
which can give the leaſt food to theſe helliſh tempers. 
I am well ſatisfied, that there can be: no perſecti 
peace, no N love, till theſe. be done away. 
Was not the. bleſſed. Jeſus meek. and d of heart? 
. "Was not he deſpiſed and rejected ? And we? Oh, 
N yourſelf and for me. 
Ve are eſteemed, admired, and ſought after... Do 
we not, think you, tread upon burning coal How- 
dangerous, bow difficult to act for the glory of God, 
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without facrificing ſomething,to ſelf ? And this {elf 


OTE IY 


th: is s all that oma fo W. | Apis, fa is all at „ 
ſs,. 'keeps the b ebogs } | bot both of x N gig | 
de our ſouls. Oh: let us lea rt ay Fe 

t that we are nothing, and 12 all in "all, 

. Certain it is that unleſs we die wit] Chile. we 

5e cannot riſe to his life. Unleſs we are crucified © 

re with him here, we cannot reign with him here- | 

$- after. Let us then nail. our corrupt. nature to his 

e croſs, and continually. mortify every temper that is 

. contrary to his perfect will. Suffer we myſt; 

% the love of God will make all ſuffering s [weet, and 

d his grace will enable us to conquer all difficulties. 


I rejoice at the victory, Which you tell me has 
been given you over (I ſuppoſe) ſome reigning fin. 

Is not this encouragement to preſs forward f I you. 
would preſerve. conſtant peace and recollection, 
look more into vour own heart, and. lay not out 
yourſelf too much upon others. I. have ſeen ſe. 
much of the ill eee of this, that L dread i bein 

for val fl ee . COL 
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leaſure. This is indeed, "as ght bets de. 
And Oh by no means ſuffer this inkiobs ko after 
God, this thirſt after holineſ to abate j only let it be 
mixed with that kind of reſignation, which implies 
2 willingneſs to ſuffer, ſo you may be kept from 
lin, The pain you ſpeak of I rgoce in. Oh wy 
love, this is right; and may you more and more 
e conformed to Jeſus Chriſt, and bim crucified, 
A ſoul thus pained, thus longing, thus ſtrugling 


. an. and at the ſame time uit low eee 
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rn ing « Lord thy will 
be done,“ is an object in ming, the holy angels 
"rejoice, na 47 which God himſelf looks 405 wel 
pfeaſed. To fich''a "foul 6vety golpet” ae 1 
near At and. The ſun of nne, is on 172 | 
poiyt of rifing i in it with. healin in his wing 
Eternal comforter is ready to witneſs with hs 
it is born of God, and to fill it Wich chat peac 
Which Paſſeth al undertanditg.” The Bleſſed and ] 
adorable: Tri is ready to raiſe It from its. fallen 
Kate, and 'to perfect the new creation. ? ' What | Ak 
: encourag ing Pope * Only let not this happ 7 tt 
i Ga ie ane from Gu by any comforts the wor & Al 
| can give, bu hold it endes your heart, a8 light to * 
„our eyes, till God himſelf change it to Jo un- e. 
ſpeakable. os 
I have Joo: thous «Kt that to. wiſh for any, thing, m 
*but the falvati n Gear own ſduls and that othely at 
. wrong: "betauſe in nothing elſe can we be 97 15 
that our wiſhes ate agreeable” to- the will of Go! 
J do net know howto: believe, that you' dd "wife 
for more riches; and if the being pleaſed: with'the 
thoughts of gain proceeded only ” Crain this motive, 
that you thought God. was putting it more in your 
power to relieve the den 66 He others, I would: 
not dare to condemn you: but it is. fo Aifficult to 
take any ſatis faction of N kind ithoht ſome mix 
ture of worldly-miridednefs,. that we cxonbit be 
careful in this reſpe& ; nay we ought rather to ood 
Jeſt we ſhould not -be found faithful, ftewards'&f the 
talents, put into our hands, as knowin DB, that both; 
15. ſpiritual. and temporal bl To whom 
. eee, 10 ane be 7 * 
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and bis love be ſhed abroad in your heart, befbis 


lr 36, * 


Which this evil diſpoſition will fly as a miſt before 


the morning! ſun. -.You greatly; affect me by what 


+: on ſay in regard fo the expected hour of danger; 3 


ut fear a, No creature on earth can be more 


unworthy than I am; and the God of mercy pro- 


tected me, and gave me ſtrength, and courage, and 

calmneſs; and I doubt nat but he will mew the 
ſame.merey. ,to{you ; nay I] have a ſtreng confidence. 
he will in your hour of extremity give you a clearer 
ſenſe af his pardoning love, than you have yet ex- 


4 2 Fear not, only believe, l e. 


6 Axe ode fe to him that believeth.,” -» -- 5 
It —. pleaſed, God within theſe: few, days to give 
me a ſevere trial, and eternal glory be ta his name. 


IL bhave ſtood it crying only, Lord, ty aui lil dona. 


My. little. boy wass taken on Saturday evening with, 


ſtrong convulſions, and between that time, and Hun 


£ genes, of making them 


Goa e dot larly * * h * 


dey Aden 1 75 Webers full foriy fits. Heis now, 

lags tat: tter. God is ever merciful : he brings to 
the ders of the grave, and Pu up again. 
Oh how good it is to ſuffer? How us to have} 


grace triumph over nature ? How ſweet to. lay low, 
at the, foot of, the £roſs,,.and. bleſs "God for every; 
thing Which more conforms us to he laltering nk 


"Nfl 15 ajchful, nog. Barna 4. ien. une } of - 
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means of ſtirring ny mM, By to, greatex, fille 
8 es things 

is world, and ſeek more Bos fter the, ber, 

of God, thay. a conſider 3 too aitentively. 

ery ſoul ſh Id carefully obſerve thatway,in which. 

follow, 97 

very 
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xery means Mhich it nds by axpericnce Baze 
2 Gad. N 979 Av jr pans of gught 
w by eee og the ents o GN 
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me 777 ef uſefy n Pug e | 
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of our redemption: Others Foe bf a more imple 


and general view of God, as infinite wiſdom and 


infinite love, et haly on: his will, and though 


in a lower and leſs fhinin way 4 7 the ſame 
end, viz. ſalvation by the blood of the lamb from 
the power as well as from the guilt of ſin, and union 
with the pure foundation of all happineſs. All theſe 
ways are good in themſelves, and are made fo o 
every ſoul, which in view follows the leadings of 
the Spirit .of -Gad, But I may make that, which 
is good in iiſelf, evil to me, by" uſing; it ny becauſe = 
another thinks it right, and not —.— J find it 
che means which. moſt unites my. ſoul to Chai: 
and thereforę we gughtnever to blame any e 
not being affeged by that which affects: Wh? > 7: 14%; 
Tis very certain that the judgmentsof God are 
now: win of 6 in the earth, and that ſome of the ſigns 
of the laſt times-plainly appear; this (whether ihe 
caleulation in the letter be right or wrong) is obvi- 
aus to every one, and calls aloud for ſeriouſneſa ant 
watchfulneſs. Happy are thaſe wha ſhall Rand un- 
nioyed in the timegf' temptatian. Happy are.thaſe 
who when all nature is agoniſing around them 2 
fly to the only rack of refuge, and there find 
ter from the ſtorm, and ſhadow from the | 
But above all happy are thoſe, wha ſhall have the 
glory of ſuffering for their Redeemer, of ſealing 
their teſtimony with their blood, or in the midſt 
the fire ſhouting for joy, and bleſſing God -for a 
martyr's crown, Theſe, theſe are glorious: 
and Weak as we are, ſhould God honour us with a 
trial like this, he would alſo give us ſtrangth to be 
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be weary or faint in our minds, but manfully fight 
till we obtain complete victory over our evil hearts; 
and then ſhall we ſtand with humble confidence 
even before our judge, and though all nature was 
diffolved, - we ſhould remain unfhaken,' and be 
wholly ſwallowed up in joy full of glory. Amen, 
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Thank you for your laſt letter, and I bleſs God, 
1 chat you was not offended at mine. This bear- 
ing of plain-dealin 5 is a comfortable proof to me of 
your ſincerity. If temptations increaſe, God will 
give a proportionable increaſe of ſtrength. There 
wants nothipg but faithfulneſs on your part to the 
grace already given. I know not the particulars of 
our ſufferings; . but I know it is good to ſuffer, 
Ie is a diſcipline all -muft go through, who make 
any tolerable advance in the ſchool of Chriſt, 1 
could wiſh you to ſeek more after religion, than 
comfort. Conſtant and heart-felt reſignation is 2 
bulwark againſt every trial, and a foundation for 
ſolid peace, and joy tranſcendently pure. The 
whole ſtate of a ſoul made perfect in love ſtands in 
that one petition, Thy will be done; and if we could 
but preſerve that temper which theſe words deſeribe, 
I. know not what could hurt us. Suppoſe” now 
when I firſt wake in a morning I ſhould lift up 
my heart, Lord 1 bleſs thee for this new day 
& which: thou haſt given me. In this day I ſhell 
«< have freſh manifeſtations of tby will concerning 
4 me, either in comforts or in ſufferings. Lord 1 
& am thy creature, deal with me as it ſhall pleaſe 
, thee: only leave me not to myſelf, but let thy 
i grace be ſuſſicient for me, and thy ſtrength be 
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© made perfect in my weakneſs,” When ſettled in 
this frame of mind, | Fas wy, 1991s 16. Drgine, . 
am tempted by the peryerſneſs and evil tempers of 
my own family to impatience, to anger; but I im- 
mediately recollegt aeg, « Lord it is thy will I 
«© ſhould bear this; pardon their perverſueſs, and 
& give me to be thankful for — ortunity of 
« felf-genial ang forbearance;”-- Well! now ang 
ther, and more difficult trial agpears. 1 zm to be- 
have to people, whom I know to be my bitter ene- 
mies, whom I know eto be continusliy watching 
occaſions of evil againſt me, as if they were my dear 
friends. Here every faculty of the foul is alarmed, 
and nature ſhrinks back affrigbted. But what does 
grace. fay 7. Lord I thank thee: for this glorious 
| 4 trial! What a bleſſing is it I ſhould be permitted. 
* to drink of the ſame cup my Saviour | wary of} 
+ Oh bleſs theſe mine enemies; fill their hearts 
„ with thy love ;-let thy will be perfected both 
in them and me,” This temptation is conquered, 
but another and a more trying one immediately ſuc- 
ceeds. T am treated unkindly by people I love, 
and who are really my friepds. Here my heart is 
wounded, it finks, it is read to faint; but reco- 
vering itſelf it reſts upon God, and ſays, Lord, 
even in this, thy will be done, and let the 
* ſufferings of Chriſt be perfected in me, that 1. 
„ may be alſo, a partaker of his glory.“ In this 
manner one might inſtance in all Ks of affliction, - 
and find comfort and ſtrength in each. 311 f 
I I know not how: to think ſo meanly of you, as 
to imagine your heart in danger of being drawn 
192 by the World. But I know I am always. apt 
to ſet you in too high a light, and it may be ſoan 
this caſe: this one thing however 1 am ſure of, 
that we are fighting for eternity, and this againſt 
innumerable enemies, dangerous ones without, but 
far more dangerous ones within, If the Lord him- 
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AM au obliged yen fo a 
on my accounts. My illneſs 1 beheve is father 
elde tham dumgerous; + difordbr iy wy fto- 
mach, which Has beet attended with a Bight fever. 
was ill, when: you and My; '*** were tb fete, 
Edid notermplain;. and 1-180ktd up It as | 
S pantivular bleſſing: for had my ſpi f bern inthe 
fuld flow, ameverſt fo much wi v uldi have td 
much elmecd me; but my diſorder” ſerved to ke — 
the balance of my mind even. 1 Tee the good 
6 Gott to me in every thing; and therefore ck tek nfs 
er health; life or death are equally weltome to mie, 
as vom ing from the farms pang band. Nature its 
true ſhrinks at ſuffering; t grace triumphs in 
Feliguation, and is ank fmt 10 the diſpen ſbtiort of 
on Kea moment, without” wiſhing or Willing 
ard tc the future. Bot I hope to lest ſome 
of this . from e eg. Tf 
then farewell, and may tlie ful e 
1 RE up yer ney Ss : 
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TEE judgments of God upon, Liſbon axe dread- 


1 ful indeed. 1 know -not . what, heart. can be 
hard enough to hear of them without concern. What 


but the amazing. mercy of a. long-ſufferin God can 


prevent London from feeling the ſame drea ful blow! 


And if God ſhould atiſe to ſhake terribly our land, 


what great reaſon will thoſe perſons have to be 


thank ful, whom God has drawn from all worldly 


ſchemes. of happineſs, and fixed their hearts an a 
baſis, which can never be ſhaken, though the earth: 


be moved, and the mountains caſt into the midſf. of 


the ſea? I have been much comforted in reſpect of 
the miſeries of others by this ſcripture M hen the 
Judgments of God are abroad in the earth the inliabitants 


thereof will learn righiteouſneſs. If fuch a bleſſed end is | 


produced by theſe ſevere acts of juſtice, have we not 


reaſon even in the, midſt of terror to admire and 


* 


” 


the, hand of God, as a grain of duſt in the balance; 
and I, a creature more inſignificant, more worthleks 


adore p The whole univerſe, N me to be in 


and ſinful than can be conceived, am among the 


reſt in this almighty hand, and al zs /afe.. My heart 


is by nature painfully tender, and yet in the midſt 


of feeling, either for myſelf or others, there; is a ſę- 
eret ſatisfaction in my inmoſt ſoul, that God is glori- 


f 


other, prayer than Thy will be done. 


I fear I ſhall not fee. you on Thurflay , —— 
but wherever you are, may the God of all conſola- | 
tion be your light and your. ſhield, and bring vo 


faleto that city, which Has eternal, faundations.,, „ 


4, 


. i} iis 1 is 9919 „ An ago 1 3124) 7 2567 
„ your ever-obliged friend and fervant, & 


-fied:in every act of his providence, whether of judg- 
dent erase 3;and I hardly. know Bow 10, 19rm, Any 
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> Me 


pleaſure of hearing you, I imagine you thiok 
my iHiiefs is owing te a tale bf WRIeR I A by nr 
mens certain; however the bare probability bf 


#charge would not be witfou? my Tminetfately re- 


fekking on the e sakd temptations that wont 
{attend it: a ſout; that is real deſtreus of Atatti- 
— Pure lobe of God, is breeedingh jealous 
_ bf avy thing that has 4 pollbm Of era ring it froth 
its cerftre'of Happineſs, and ev upon aty event 
neh irt this potB1e fendeticy (let the Wotla 


terms | bieffing br ute} with. s tendef antices. 


Fear,” WHIth none cat underſtand but theſe” who 
Have Tal it. This was my calc, and thy iinagingtioh 
would 1 a thoufiti@ inſtaners Which 


es „ my foul dowii to earth; and this fear | 


it ne bet made me wiſh any thitig'but What 

bene e Will of God) would bring” the tears to my 
2514 rauſe an uneaſmefs, Wich ' doubtleſs pro- 
* from Want of fafth. But tät God whoſe 
wereles are rene ved every —— f6dni delivered 


me ftöom thoke fears, and caltn pefſekt re- 
ſignstion and witchfdlnth füecteded; aud for this 


forthight p aſt, though 1 Have been in — un- 
"un Wether 1 ſhould continde in the'eohdition 
I am thought to be in or not, my mind by the al. 


faßte lenk grite- of Gdd has Wy: © 42 525 kept, 
100 


iat 1 Bade not had the leaſt with vr 

On, vor babe been equally pleaſed . — 
ſeemed to be the lexaditgs of provitlente concerning 
me. And you cannot think, What a Work of an- 
Hihilatich is UfoErtaifity has been the means of 
carrying du in my fy), which 1 fee plainly in the 
nature of things coutd not fo Well havẽ been effefted 


by any other, I never can be enough thankful — 
- n * Nr 5 8 a n \ / 1 ö 
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me un fpetteeble mcretev er Gbd to w th a 

cręaturè. My wir as been Wrought inte 

Her, when Ig even # . ae 3 
thought almoſt be; aud I fee; and have 


fore köretaſts Er that Kate WHICH 18 called the p 
and 'of God, ir x tanita FP cn 
er eis: i 1 „ if 

T ed be very wine. to fog” ve e 
affairs ilk ere 41 Wave wot bad ore 
from without finee I . y, aft; nor Have I ha 
mary of tH6fe of# and comfort rem wirktth ick 
have ſometimes been indulged me; and indeed my 
affimal frame would Rabe deer d weak to fa 
porne them, unkes God had in à particular manner 


——.— : for every faculty of my Tout Has be 


down by conta ficktefs,” 1 have not 
Me been thcipible' of aby dntward N 
bit ald ef infenſe'tHinking ot fervem prayer® but 
in the midſe of this u) wenkneß, the ecm of. 
God has more abundantiy been made manifeft, that 
I might be abuſeck even to the "daft, and his free 
grace exulted; ſo- mat 1 well underſtand what Sr. 
Paul meant, Chem he ſaid; Therefore will J glbry th 
. in atub leger, th diftreſſes, thitt the power "of 

uon me. Fut I' muſt firrim this ah 

Work long letter.  Fatewel May the'dew of heave 
from ab ye hai nel gens, h 1k 
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never to fancy that. the particular circumſtances of 
others would be more advantageous to me than, my 
an.. Nou are ready almoſt to envy me my many 


hours of retirement; when at, the fame time, I am 


continually complaining that I. bave ſo few, and 
often crying out, when, ſhell I have a whole day to 
myſelf ? And then I frequently think, were I a man 
and in the miniſtry, my time would then ſbe l Tpent 


" z + 


for God; but now, what an inundation of trifling 


a , 
: . * 


flows in upon me, which tis impoſſible for me to 
avoid, without altogether going out of the world. 
I J enter upon the: ſubje&, on which you bid me 

write with fear and trembling. My abilities are 


really far from being equal to it: for although L 


know many chriſtians, who would immedintely cry 


out, that it nceded not one moment's conſideration, 
I dare not do ſo; for Il. now do really feel the weight 
of it upon my ſoul. *Fis a moſt alarming truth, 


that a miniſter may ſpeak with the tongue of men 
and of angels, and thay the power of God may fo. | 


accompany his words as to make them the means 


of converting thouſands; and yet for want of duly 
ſearching into his own heart, he may ſuffer. it to 
be overgrown with poiſonous weeds, with. tempers 
and inclinatiens, which, if unſubdued, will abſo- 
Jutely ſhut him. out from that kingdom of glory, to 


which he is leading others. How eaſy for a man 


144 4 


who is continually ſetting forth the glorious truths 
of che goſpel, and inforcing holineſs of heart and 


life, to imagine (for want of conſtant ſelf-examina- 
tion) that he hamfelf is what he preaches? This is 


4 moſt dangerods mate and therefore bow abſo- 
lutely neceffary is that retireinebt Which affords op- 


portunity for a diligent ſearch into the receſſes of 


the)beart,-and:gauss the ſoul leiſure to wait in awful 
Hlence- before God, where, free from every object 


of tenſe, and from the workings of imaginatien, ir 


may with all its faculties proſtrate "before the eter- 
 ma}}Lriniy and feel iiſelf to benothing, and God to 
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be df in all? But therrit may be aſked, ſhall. net 
2 man who with fipgleneſs of bearts ſyends and is 
ſpent fox the- —— of God, be i kept. by di- 
vine grace that his ſdul ſnall ſuſfer no loſs. by the 
want of retirement? Doubtleß. Where fincenty = 
and „ngleneſi of heart are prefervedy that ſoul ſhall; 
be defended as wich a ſhield. Nut this I tate to be 
the grand temptation of every; miniſter of the! gob+ 
pel: he ſets out pethaps-(though:this 72 


the caſe) with a fingle view to the 
and the ſalvation of fouls... The pewe — of of Go 


accompanied his worde, the hearts. 7 the 2 
fall under him. His reputation daily ineres 
till at laſt he becomes popular; he ſees himſelf ſur- 
rounded by a croud of peöple, ho for the moſt 
art hear him as an angel of God, their thirſty 
Nulegafping after the hs he utters. An inno- 
cent and an holy joy fills his heart; Here are 
** ſouls that may be won to Chriſt, and that me? | 
& Ford lee at Iv a 
«lealf 'ﬆ aff 152 ſervants thould be thus Ble 
So far all is hep all is happy: but the ſubtil ene- 
my of mankind fo ſtrongly impreſſes 3 | 
that a ſelf-complacency, | ſeparate from the glo | 
God;! ariſte in his heat} arid tire, if: wot [thn 2 
aste quetied; heads him tothe brink: of a Preti- 
pite. God Rillp for the- ſake" of chers, continues 
ki uſefulneſs: but every corrveifions which hee 
the. pr gym ede od dh frills ſelf. we 
and by degrets he Bebomes ſo dench to the loverof 


daz Mat He ches ee the pureftdofiririds of 
th gofpet; h the Late ird, with rich a law 
yer pleads t hie bar. But ori the thad _ 


contrary; 
2 of Chriſe he Redfaſtly: putſiler the 
park, whe conquers eve febflovd 
i — - attd coff u refens abt the 
food he dees or fperks 8 3 
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nearer communion with God, and make higher 


advances in the divine life, this may not perhaps be 


immediately permitted him: but in order that his 
ure crowu may be the. brighter, God may male 


his preſent uſefulneſsa ſure gn to him, that he ounght 


, 


to continue his eonſtant labours for others, though 


\ 
« „ * 


n ſhould! be with much: temptation, fear and 


trembling; Howeeenathis is very certain, that 
Godits a ſervant this fncere, will point out a plain 
ath, either by inward kadings which cannot be miſ- 

ken, or outward: providentes, —Adieu? Pardon the 


weakneſs of this let me ſee you the firſt time you 
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en If 48019-23518) ate n . 
I Hatever the Spirit of God makes uſeful to my 
VV heart, either from ſcripture. or from ſpiritual 
authors, I thankfully receive, and give him the 
lory-: but I well know there is but one great touch 
tone, by which alb doctrines are to be tried; and 


Ss 


therefore 1 hape your kind fears for me, leſt 1 


” 


ſhould: : 1iot enough eſteem, the written word of 
God, are needleſs: I am ſo far from ſetting any 
human writer on a footing with this, that 1 ſcarce- 
ly read them at all, i. e. in compariſon of my Bible, 
J look over ſome fe-, but this is very different from 
the manner of, reading you recommend, and which 
I ſtrive by the gtace of God to practiſe; nay, it 
would be the greateſt ſavery to me you. can con: 
ceive, if IL wete obliged io read many religious 

opks: however I return you che ſincereſt thanks for 


{ s 
| * 5 > Nr. your 


r Sor dw. a3 4 i. 


- 
& i E * b 5 < as 4 2 
«ft 4 — 1 # at W ae 0 4 #5 4 « ; 4 
* : * ; 74 
1 » , . 
and aſfectionate Servant, : 
* 5 * * 5 
44 +37 14 p a 7 : Þ 1 


- e 
3 & PY 
- > 7 p + 2 7 3 s 
ME , ” 5 
> * % | WE * * 1 £ 5 
— * 68 43 2 S# $4 WP” 5 * 4 
p x . * Ls 
7 * — * 


md 6 


Four care, and beg:you: will in all things watch over 0 
—— with a godly Jede - ie | 
could you imagine that I enquired "after the flate.of 
your mind according to the common e of the 
word ? I. only deſired to know what ſpiritual. bleſ- 
dog: you had boch from without and within, that f 
might ſhare them with you; and. this I was em- 
boldened to do by the ſ wet account you had given 

in your former letter, of the De enjoyed 
at Briſtol. The Lord refreſh your foul continvally 
with the rich ſtreams of his redeeming love, and 
may his everlaſting arms he beneath+;you I know 
your preſent ſtate, of hanging as it were in ſuſpenee 
between the viſible and inviſible world, is à dif- 
penſation big with divine love; and was I to pray 
for you that prayer which my ſoul moſt loves, it 
would de, * that 500 fibuld hte ih the band: of Gd 

& as an inſtrument; without choice, *till the will 
% of God was perfected in you.” This would be 
the. prayer of pure love and enlightened faith; but 
if deſcended to the ho Try: of friendſhip, I 
ſhould aſk your ſpeedy recovery, If it Mould be 
given me to ſee you again in this world of vanity, 
and woe, I ſhall be thankful, and perhaps it may 
be ſo: but I know not ſomething ſeems.to whiſper 
me that the thread both of your life and mine is 

8 ſpun. For my part, I have within theſe 

few days had a ſweet call to eternity, by a ſudden 
and violent diſorder in my ſtomach and bowels 

(called according to the faſhionable phraſe a nervous! 
cholick) which ſeems: to have ſet me a good way 
forwards on my journey: happy pain-! kind mei- 
ſenger ! Oh my:friend; I have nothing but mercies 
to tell you of, So {ſupported ! Such wondrous 

12 Suchboundleſs love! J all fin. and miſery . 
The Saviour all teriderneſs and mercy. The probable. 
approach. of death delightful. . No ſting remaining, 

o:clog upon my: chariot-wheels. | 08% too: 
from without which I had never before experienc- 
ed in a time of ſickneſs. The Rev. Mr. *** pray 
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Fat and' Wig No e * Ae Does f 
this. 8200 the” ſpiri irits P Does this endan, er 7 How * 
far from it! 2 roteſt not ouly my foul rejoiced, p 
but even mn Ge better” 10 he prayed.” Do ri 
not fail 1 art od on: my behalf, and pray for m 
me that may not be u citefuf to uch mayin h 
mercy. May dhe Lor 15 3 preſerve you, f 
eyery parts and make you re bare e Vis y 
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a 5 kind e rate me extreme- 


but 1 h 8 it has been made a means of 
'fo 


Ay, 
; before God. How little do 1 


Humbling my 
Seeg that you: mould write to me in this man - 


——T——. OR EIS 


ner? Alas you do not know me; | am leſs than tha 
the teaſt-of 2" the mercies of God; do not, I be- mo 
ö ſeech you, think e of me; it really «makes mo 
0 me aſhamed of myſelf, Oh that I could be: lower to 
1 than the duſt! Oh that 1 could ſhrink into nothing ao 
at the preſence of my God i The way too in which Hand 
| you fpeak of yourſelf, puts me in a ſtrange dilemma. whi 
i'd I dare not pay religious compliments, and yet ho this 
thatl I write to you as if I believed you How ſnal 
* much greater has your eroſs of fickneſs been than com 
g | ; mine ? 'SO lon Fo. lingering, - ſuch inconveniencies all, 
1 2 it lays you under; but yet this is certainly nc can 
o 2 or afoul, -taughe of e with 
g 1 
| " 


= FS 3 5 


Aweet is thy croſs, ſweet is thy thorny crown; 


Un = 
its removal. D6'yau indeed unſi for an thing but 
yourſelf, it cannot be. c remember t rious | 
path you have often pointed out to me, of -perfe&.. 
reſignation; I have conſidered you as a 22 to; _ 
me, particularly in tis. I muſt not think that 5 

have any *. reluftance. to bear the vroſs; it would-! 
wound. my heart too much, | No I not know; thats 
you love God above allithings ? Do not I-know : 
the fincere deſires of your ſoul after.holineſs? And: - 
is there any way in the ſpirituah life, which. © im- 
mediately leads to holineſe, as willing fuffering # 1 
Happy are thoſe to whom: God gives the grace of 
doing much for him, for his cauſe, for his people 


but ten tines more bleſſed are they who fuer with: 


Chriſt. Is there a joy abſolutely pure ? It is that 
of ſuffering, Oh didi Me but know the health, be! 
peace, the life that is at the bottom of every bitter 
cup.; with what alacrity- ſhould We drink it? 


With what thankfulneſs, nay, with tears of joy, 
ſhoutd we cry, Lord, what ' unbounded mercy, 
what aſtoniſhing grace is this, to a worm hke me; 
that 7 ſhould be led in this moſt excellent way 
dee! ſhould þe-wad> 19 tread. i hols, Socher, 
aviou 


which are maft eminently thine ? Deare 77 


thy ſtripes thy wounds, thy pain, more deſighiful 
than beds of roſes. Let other fouls glory in 
mount Tabor; my joy ſhall be to ſtay with Theelon - 
mount Calvary, that I may be made conformable _ 


to thy death, Such would be the language ot 
a ſoul truly ſenfible of the great beneſit of ſufferingy 


and embracing, with ſweet complacency, the croſe, 
which' thus united it with its Radeemer-. May 
this be the language of your ſoul and mine; then 
ſhaft we be found unfhaken in the fiery trial, and. 
come out as -gold-purified ſeven times. But: after: 

all, what ſuffering have I had in this illneſs 7 It 

can ſearce be called ſuffering, When God ſenſibly; - 


ſupports. The fuffering A when h leaves the ſoul 


fas 


CmlJl | 
(as it wore alone) in pain or in digen, to ſcrug- 


gle with wv oy wers 106 darkneſs, Which at ſuch a 
ni me Sage . Nis Tikave 


and this is „0 r K inderd.—1 Have the ſame con- 
or 


fidence in my dear Mr, e that you 
have! Was I to be removed doubt not but it would 
be made a means of 1 to his ſoul; but it ſeems 
at preſont ro be the will of God that 1- ſhould. con- 

r. * time longer. My inward weakneſs is 
great, and my pain, aeg pretty conſtant,' 
5s Ore ht that 'tis! Mantras e mentioning. I 
i thank Sed that vour healtk is returning, aud truſt 
' we ſhall meet again on this ſide the 3 but in 
the (meantime pray earneſtly for me. I fear eaſe 
more than pain.“ Fareweb! May you and 1 con- 
ſtantly join in this prayer, „ Thy will be done in 

E er "by us, in time and in ms ans Fane Ik OIL 
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5 your letter with Fre thankfulnek, 
for I began to be very uneaſy at not hearing from 

i you-in ſo long a time; and you have for theſe two- 
days lain With ſuch a weight on my ſpirit, that I 
knew not how to account for it. I well know the 
manner in Which the praiſe you beſtowed Was 


meant; but you know not how I dread ſelf. com- 


placency; and therefore though I often find that 
praiſe humbles me, yet it gives me a pain I know 
not how to . © have nn heard you 


ſpeak 


TGP 


WO GELIOW YT. 


ae 


the bitterneſs af your ſoul ? C 
your friend hl ami not worthy the name. How often 


that I ſhall: at leaſt have one companian in the 


ſpeak thoſe words you mention, but they never af- 


ed me till now: and did you peak them in 
me no more 


have I heard them with unceneęrn, locking on 
them only as wards of courſe, a ł ind of common- 
place humility. Will you forgive mer I promiſe 
you for the future I will pay moxe attention te every 
thing.you ay; T Will net by the grace of God he 
fo indolent and ſo faithleſs in the things Which con- 


cern you as: 1 have been. Kno]. Lama 10 
think teo bighly ef theſe) I lovg, and I hate tothe 
diſturbed in the thought, vou cannot imagine 
how ingenious I am in gaſting theſe burdens, from 


me: a latent fear of diſpleaſing, and 2 falſe hu- 


mility, furniſh me wh arguments. Why ſhould 
% pietend to ſpeak fo and ſo; to 1 N ſo much 


„more advanced in grace than my ot c- 


ſidering that God can Work by the weakeſt, and 


moſt unwotihy. But cannot I pra? Oh my friend, 
if ever I have been wanting in ardent prayers for 


you, ſurely 1 hope newer to: be ſo agi; that 


communion of ſpirit. which IHiave with you-in;the 


on your behalf and gaiu ne degrees of ſtrengzh io 


my o ſoul - +! toe, W en 
Your laſt letter is: +. comfortable; earneſt' to mo, 


which God tha ſent: me to walk-in, th way of . | 
crofs,. the' inward crucifixion, as you ſo juſtly call 

it ;) thanks be to God for this refreſhment to my 
ſpirit!) Many Tpeak of this, and becauſe St. Paul 


mentions the being erugified, &c. with: Chriſt, 


they preach about and about it; but I ſee plainly 
that 5% not only. /;fpeak hut erl. Ane de yqu 
know jo much of the bitterneſs of the creature p 
The Lord be praiſed! May you daily know it more 
and more! I am ſure this experience will only make 
the hidden manns the ſweeter: and I am equally 
fure that thoſe bitter draughts are abſolutely ne- 


I TwJ 
 -ecfſaryto; every foul chat would wholy give itbelf 


-brought into obedience to Chriſt 
this in the ſoul as it is ado bane! Fo firſt one trial 
eomes, then another; one ſtrikes at love in the 


up % God, "Tis eaſy to talk of the will being 
perfect we reſig ſwallowed wp in the will of 
180d, while this only floats as a notion in 
the brain, no great ſufferings will attend it. But 


when the ſoul really feels What this implies, that it 


is a being eut off from the creature, then it knows 
Indeed what it is to ſuffer, then it fights as it were 
-in the midſt af the fire. Every 2 — ht mult be 
God effect: 


-creature, 3 at ſelf. love, à third at nor By 
pride; and the fight continues till Chriſt has brough 
down all his enemies, and led captivity — 4 
And to attain this ſtate of go orious liberty, Who 
-woald: not: rejoice to' ſuffer? What a coward muſt 
2 who would fly frem a field of battle; whete 
o die is to conquer 7 Oh What bleſſed encourage- 
2 bas à chriſtian to fight manfully ! Let us not 


ide Wesry or faint in our minds; we have not yet 


reſiſted unto bleod ſtriving againſt ſin; but let us 
„not fail to do it. Have we not a captain who 
treads all the powers of death and hell under bis 


Heet? Is he not Jehovah, mighty to fave ? And has 


he not romiſed that he will ſave even to the utter- 

mot ?" way we have to travel is indeed long, 
End there are lions in it; but what bade t ! Jeſus 
e is with us, and nothing le us. 


N Through Jefus v we can allthings de, 


Att thi ngs ſuffer, all things conquer, and e 
_ we more? Farewel, may the peace of God 


*b« with 7 and:make your ſodl to veſt on bim. 3 
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thought, which is contraryto the. S irit of Go An 
always reflect with the moſt! thankful-heart on the 
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Wedneſday Night, February 13, 175 4. 


A Cold has been the means of preventing me 
from ſpending. the evening in 17 78 
manner which you, my dear friend, have k 
forced to- do; though I cannot but hope that your 
mind, in the midſt of all this noiſe and nonſenſe, 
has been enabled to keep itſelf in a ſtate of recollee- 
tion, and that you are ſtill more fulty convinced: 
that all; the world calls pleaſure and gaiety, is mere 
vanity: and vexation of ſpirit —I thank you = 
your letter, it has given me great ſatisfaQtion,. and. 


freſh cauſe, to praiſe God on your. account z. I re-- 


* 


jeice in your joy, and may, our gracioun and, kind! 
Redeemer increaſe and eſtabliſh your joy:and peace - 
in believing! You; have indeed the utmolt reaſon: 


to be thankful-that ſugh a work pf mercy; has/been- 


9 


begun, in your ſoul, and fear not bus | that bleſſed 


Spirit who has convinced you of-fin,-and.ltd you to- 
look to the only. means of deliverance, , will pe Feld: 
the work he has begun ! What 3: happy fg, that 
you. can already lay held on and apply the promiles- 
to yourſelf eee inſtant in prayer for ſtill- 
greater degrees of: faith; and ſhun; ay. you would! 


the moſt- deadly; poiſon, every. word, and 


love. of Chriſt to your-ſoul.: think that our merciful: 
Saviour is: more ready to- hear than we to pray; 
think, with what joy the father received the return- 
ing prodigal; 9 1 5 aſſured that you. and. I, and: 


every. returning, inner, will be received” with, the- 


3. 


and he 


I 


Ai rejoiced and bleſs God ci your 
in'fo Happy a ſtate, 'while your body was in the 


L 86 J 


me 0521 cloathed with the ſane glorious robes, 


lh be. admit 8 to. ſit down at the { c 
= fa Ti FJ 


1 on with the ww prong 
. er= kaun. and faith Friend, 5 


EI 


t of Folly and confufion: you obſerve very 


| tn 12 that thofe-diverlions are abfolutely unfit for 


ho is Tecking ſalvation. Nothing indeed can 


tor contrary to the ' ſpirit of the goſpel, than 
ble Ye £ 


trition of the 
Human sp eis bs abfurdi ty for auch a potion 
8 2 in that houſe, when is as much d 


bY 


IS 
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can 


1 for ſuch a 


calls 5 7 àmuſements. at c - 
furd than for one who defires to be 

$55 defires the mind which was in "Chriſt 

e. that '7uftification by faith, which alone 

reduce in The heart true humility and meekneſs, 

dnels to the world, conſtant reſignation fo God, 
fetvenit deſire to do his wilt: "what abſurd! 

Fc bee (in all tie extravagarice ai 
glare of dreſs) to be, or Shipping 4 about a 


ite and profligate part of t 


An 
i 5 and win pit the r 'th attention and ad- 


oted 
devil as the church is to God, for three Hts 
er, to hear obſceities at which a virtuous 
= would have 9 you A — 


our mind wis 


4 — mr an _ —— pe». 


+ = nn” 
of the peopſe who doccheſe things Whether they 
are chriſtians, «nineteen of them wil}/ unfwer, _—_ 
are chriſtians to be ne What do you thin 
them ? Or if the Wee e ee e as they 
ought to be, they hope to be better by and by! 

But can a ſoul which truly ſeeks after ſal vation do 
theſe things? No certainly. And when the Spirit 
of God has wrought in a foul this hatred of the va- 
nities it uſed to delight in, it has reaſon to rejoice 
indeed, What greater mark of the love of God to 
us, than his having thus drawn us to delight above 
all things in hinifef? If we love a friend, we de- 
fire and ſtrive that this friend may return our love, 
and joy and delight in us: and amazing condefcend- 
ſion! will the Creator of all things viſible and in- 
viſiple, the God who called angels and archangels 
into beng, thus deal with us poor finful warms? 
What heart can withſtand ſuch love? What heart 
but muſt at this thought fink into the duſt, and loſe 
_ itſelf in wonder, joy, and adoration ? I have time 

for no more. Adieu. ee 


Td LESSED are they that morrn, for they jhall be 
D comforted! "Bleſſed are they who hunger and thirſt 
after righteouſneſs, for they mall be filled. Theſe are 
the words of the God of truth; and can you then, 
my dear friend, be diſeouraged 'becauſe you are 
_— after this God, who only hides 

im rom you, that you may more earneſtly 
feek him? — Heavineſs may onda for a night, 
but joy -cometh in the morning. There certainly 
is no heavineſs like this keavineſs: -when a ſoul 
Has been ſenſible (though in the leaſt degree) 
of che influences of the fan of 93 
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finds his all-cheering beams withdrawn, how /pain- at 
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Ful; how heavy. is the darkneſs]. This is indeed 
darkneſs that may be fell: but, when the joy re- 
turns, what. peace !. What happineſs! Look, my 
dear, on the. material ſun, obſerve how all the 


ereation around you is brighitened and, gladdened 


when he ſhines; and be aſſured, that on your 


eearneſt ſeeking after Chriſt, he will in like manner 
ſhine eee, your ſoul, and make it glad with the 
| light of _ 55 


is countenan se. . 
V Four ever- afectionate 5 
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Am very glad, my dear, that your mind is in 
1 ſo happy a ſtate, and that you ſeem: to have fo-, 
true a ſenſe of the litHeneſs of all the world. calls great. 
and deſirable, The love of God and the love of 
the world are dtrectly eppoſite each other; and 


| therefore St. John ſays, If any man love the world, the 


love of the Father is not in him: this is a ſure rule to try 
ourſelves by. We may talk well, and act well in 


ſome outward things, nay perhaps be zealous for the 


genuine doctrines of the goſpeh, yet all this while, 
if the love of the world. remains in our hearts, we 
may be very certain we are no chriſtians.— I fear 


you have not much opportunity of being alone, but ſee 


from your leiter you make good uſe. of that you 


Have; however God is both able and willing to pre- 


ſerve (either alone. or in eompany) the ſoul . which 
eonſtantly looks towards him. I was afraid your 


being at *** might hurt you, but thank God-I find: 


had. no cauſe for fear: you ſeem I think rather to 
TIE | . advanes 


C - 5 
advanee than go back. Give God the glo „ For 
Whatever of good is in you is all from his free and 


boundleſs merey; and ceaſe not cdaffantiy to fight, 


in the ſtrength of your Redeemer, againſt every lin, 


and fear not but he will fet you free, take off the 
heavy burden you complain of, and eloath you with 
his perfect righteouſneſs, Adievw 
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X/7 OU tell me, my dear, that your preſent dark 
I fiateof mind is owing to your thoughts dwell- 
ing ſo much on worldly. objects: but _ your ſin- 
cerity yet a little further, and tell me if it is not 
ſome ane particular oſject on which: your thoughts are 
fixed, and which rivals your Creator in your hearty 
I muen fear this is the cafe: and if fg, you will g 
it very difficult to conquer. But let net any diffij- 
culty diſcourage you from ſtri ving to . pluck out 
* this right eye, and caſt it from you; the grace of 
God is ſufficient for you, his ſtrength is made perfect 
in your weakneſs; andyou may depend Mor ien gn | 
ſoon as ever you have given up your idol, the fun 
of righteouſneſs ill again ariſe in your ſoul with 
healing in his wings; the God of mercy will again 
be known by you, as your reconciled Father in 
Chriſt; and the bleſſed Spirit will lead and guide, 
and fill you with that peace which paſſes all under- 
ftanding ; and you will walk in all the ordinances 
of Up Honþagjoiving 
J am your ever affectionate and faithful Friend, 
5 „ 
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, Fake every thing for 15 c] 
Four own” wilt: let this conſtantly be the languate ra 
of your heart, Lord not my will; but thine be Ml 
qe?” Strive not only to be content, but to th 
Tejoice in every thing that mortifies your corrupt N 
nature: hourly refte& that you are 4 fallen creature, hi 
ſent into this world for no other end than'to-be re- ll C. 
ſtored to that nature Which our firſt father loſt, and ra 
ſo be made fit for the kingdom of heaven. Reimer of 
ber that Chriſt died for you that you might live by 
, Wholly to him; andthe more you do this, the more 21 
you will certainly- have of that __ which e G 
"all eee, 5 5 4 
51 am 270 223 Friend, 4 
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Have 553 Mr. B.'s letter, aud thibk it . * 
ingly pretty; the ſtile is eaſy and flowing, the * 
language ſoft and i bis Fen ſentiments he ex- By 
n in . to his friend and yourſelf, very f mn 


beautiful : 4 


( 


. E. _- = 
beautiful: -but.what is all this to the purpoſe? Or 
how can this convince you r to give 
up thoſe means, of grace. which you have found fo. 
extremely beneficial .to your foul, in order to make 
a proper wife for Mr. C. 7 Tis true there are 
ſeveral aſſertions in Mr. B's letter, deſigned to.ſhew 
the reaſonableneſs of your making the promiſe; 
but aſſerting and proving are two things. What- 
ever has the appearance of argument in this letter 
may, I imagine, be reduced to theſe heads : 1ſt, 
That it is ablg]utely wrong for any member of the 
church of Engl: — to attend the meetings of ſepa - 
ratiſts. '2dly, That in the church of England, a 
ſoul may find every-thing neceſſary for its attaining | 
the higheſt degrees of faith and holineſs. 3dly, That 
Mr. V. is a. ſeparatiſt; and %%, That your. 
having any acquaintance. with him will hurt Mr. 
C. 4 in his temporal intereſt, and in his cha- 
racter as a miniſter, The o inion 1 had conceived 


a3. 


of Mr, B. was very high, Limagined him actuated 
by that ſpirit of Aniverſal Iwe, which is the firſt 
and ruling principle of every ſoul that is barn of 
God; and I make no doubt but this is his real cha- 
racter; however; (in this affair) he may ſeem ta in- 
cline to a partial ſchi orthodox y. ould the 
church of England be proved to be the only church 
af Chriſt, there might be ſome reaſon for the 
cry of ſchiſm which we hear ſo much of: but 
what is ſhe more than one of the moſt unexception- 
able of thoſe many diviſions into which the univer- 
ſal church is broken? And therefore a ſeparation. 
from her, though cauſeleſs, or from miſtaken, mo- 
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tives, cannot properly be called making a ſchiſm in 


the church of Ci, For my part (put I ſpeak it, 
with ſubmiſhon to Mr, B's judgment). I apprehend, 
that the only. real and dangerous ſchiſm is the want 
of that ſpirit of love, which makes us rejoice in 
whatever is good and excellent in people of all de- 
nominations, and ready to recgive.gopd even of, 
thole who moſt differ from us in ceremonies and 
b nr ne m3 opinion, 
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© i Aug bg 2 perſon of this ſpiriĩt (ſuppoſes 
| 45 in communion with the iis of En gland} 
may not be allowed. Limetiraes to hear 1 mitte 


among che Pr 2 or any other ſel; if they 
s mini ore pre aching eſt to "their ſouls, [ 


n e imagine. 
to giving offence to weak brethren, is 


uoted to prove what it has nothing to do withz- 


St. Paul ſurely does not mean that he * 
thoſe things which were profitable te hs ſoul, for 


fear of giving offence tothe weyk, but that he re- 
frained' 


om outward things (ſuch as making differ · 
rence in meats, Sc.) which he, as ſtrong in faith, 
knew to be, whully indifferent, leſt his example 
ould tempt thoſe who were weak to do thing gs by 
which their conſciences might be wounded: As 


to Mr. B's ſecond argument, in one ſenſe of it, 1 


heartily agree with him: the homilies, the articles,” 
and liturgy of the church of England, doubtlets'do' 
We Al the doctrines neceſſary to faith and ho- 
lineſs. But alas, how kale ar hel doctrines re. 
garded either in preaching or praftiſe, by the ge- 

nerality of ber miniſters! Fer any one who Has 


the dealt degree of ſeriouſneſts, loo round 'the 


churches of London, will he not ſee the people ſor 
5 moſt part repeating an excellent ſott F prayer, 

ſt. as a * arrot repeats a ſong; and he minfſter 
Ne forth daftrines from the ſpit, as direQaly” 
contrary to thoſe prayers as. darknefs' i is” to light. 


This is ſo. lain a matter of fact that it cannot be 


contradicted ; and it is af notorious, that whenever 
any miniſter in the church of Englund begins to 
252 0 her reat doftrines, and live up to het pre- 
P15, he is immediately called a Methods ft. This 
name iven to him-as a reprojch, but ap ãt comes 
FN for ſpeaking the trath, lit 48” in fact a 

1 55 ſinnce Chrift was upon the. earth; real” 
ert have had a nick. name: put ſurely nopne. 
Fe is fincerely bent to follow Rim can regard this: 
pub not but Mr. B. hitſelfis called a A * 


hat St. Paul ſays in Jan * 


. 1 
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ſe But 1 now come to Mr. B's third argument, that 
1) moſt ' dreadful charge laid "againſt Mr. V. that he 

er is a ſeparatiſt, This charge has been repeated over 

34 and over again, but has never yet been clearly 
#5 proved. If four walls, with a ſteeple and bells, 


was the church of England, Mr. . might with 
ſome ſhadow of reaſon be ſaid to have ſeparated 
from it, becauſe he ſeldom preaches in theſe places: 


ed but this is no fault of his, for he will gladly preach 
r in any of them, when their reſpective miniſters will 
e. let him: and he was never denied preaching in what 
** is called a church, till he ſtrongly inſiſted on tat 
h, doftrine for which the martyrs of the reformation 
te laid down their lives, and which is the very funda- 


dy. mental doctrine of the church of England, juſtifi- 
\s cation by faith, Any one Who would read Nr. Ws 
1. Appeals with a fincere and impartral ſpirit, would : 4 
es, believe be fully convinced that this charge againſt 
40 him could not ſtand.—As to the hurt your being 
10. acquainted with Mr. /. might do to Mr. C, 
e- in his temporal intereſt, it depends intirely upon 
e himſelf. If 6 to his people ſmoothi things 
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wy and propheſies deceits, if he joins with them in their 
he innocent amuſements, which lud ſouls aſleep, and keeps 
or them in an utter ignorance of their fall and their 
rs, redemption” till they awake in a miſerable eter- 
er” WF nity : go you where you will, not a dog will move 
us tongue againſt him, nor will the generoſuy of 
ht. his pariſhioners be in the leaſt abated towards him; 
be and all they ſay of him will only be foor man / 
ex. what pity that ſuch'a good-natured good ſort of a 
to man ſhould have fuch aſad wife. But do I think 
re- Mr. C. will act in this manner? No, certainly I 
nis do not. I verily believe, from what you yourfelf 
es have ſaid of him, that he intends to prove himſelf 


LI a true miniſter *of * Chriſt, that he will boldly and 
eas earneſtly call ſinners to repentance, and that his 


ne life and converſation will be wholly agreeable to 
is: his preaching : and if this is the caſe, though you 
fr were never to ſee Mr. . again, Mr. C. hag 
u | 3 


* * 


- 


| be called a Mehodiſt, the greateſt part, of his pr 


riſhioners would cry out againſt him, and in al 


| probability their generoſity towards him would great · 
ly decreaſe. So that conſider the affair in whatlight 
vou will, your being acquainted with Mr. i, 


cannot materially hurt Mr, C. And as to the 


objection of this acquaintance caſting .a reproach 
on your huſband's maniſtry, tis quite needs; for 
it 15 not to be ſuppoſed, if Mr. C. be the man you 


rove of for a huſband, that you will leave 


can "PP | 
his church when he himſelf preaches, to go after 


any other miniſter whatever; and whatever you 


way do at this time at proper opportunities, will 1 


doubt not bę ſo guided by. chriſtian prudence, that 


he. as a good and pious man cannot reafonably ob- 


je& to it. But at preſent you and Mr. C. know 


very little of each other, and he certainly had no 
_-Fight to propoſe ſuch terms as theſe to you, till he 
had given you frequent opportunities of judging 
whether his heart and ſentiments were ſuch as you 
could intirely approve of. For my part, by the little 
-L can judge in this affair, I believe him to be a good 
and a ſincere man, and I heartily wiſh, him happy, 
Ind that with you, if it can be brought about with- 
Hut your doing any thing to wound your conſcience, 
In ih whether 


e mean time, whether this affair is ever con- 


cluded upon or not, frequent converſing together 
in the ſpirit of chriſtianity, may be a bleſſing to 


both: and how is it poſſible for you to give a direct 
anſwer to a man, till you are in ſome meaſure ac; 


quainted with him, and. can judge of his temper 
and diſpoſitions? I was. quite deli 

-foftneſs and affection for you with which your pap- 
pa mentioned this affair to me laſt night: if you Jay 
any thing of my writing to you, give my _reſpetts 


ghied with the 


Pelien, and your mamma, With love to Miſs B. and 
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Sec ec e eee 
My dean 89%: i! | 
JOIN with me im praifing the free grace and 
-J mercy of God, which has ſo wonderfully dif. - 
played itfelf in your foul !+ 1 don't know whethet 
your letter moſt aſtoniſhed or delighted me; but 
this J am fure of, that I' don't know how enough 
to expreſs my thankfFulneſs' to God in your behalf; 
The means fo weak too! Nothing but a book put 
into your hands, which thoufands might have read 


without regarding it. No examples of vital religion, 
no one to urge or encourage you to ſeek redemp= 


tion ! But the Almighty. can indeed work by 1 


weakeſt means, and the pooreſt inſtruments; no- 
thing is too hard for the Lord: and Oh mayhe perfect 
the work he has begun !-—Oh gracious and ever- 
bleed Redeemer, continae thy merey to this bro- 
ther. of: my ſoul; convince him more and more of 
the dreadful ſtate he is in by nature, and the abſo- 
lute neceſſity of juſtification by faith alone ! Oh 
juſtify him freely ; grant him redemption through 
thy blood, the forgiveneſs of fins according to the 
riches of thy grace: Fill him with all peace and 
joy in helieving; and give him to go en in thy 
ſtrength, till he arrives at that fulneſs of faith here, 
and in the end to that eternal glory hereafter, which 
thou haſt purchaſed for thoſe; who love thee ! Amen, 


I rejoice in your defiring to receive the ſacrament; 
The only preparation required of us is repentance; 
faith, and love—love to God and all mankind. 
I would adviſe you to read immediately Mr. Laws 

55 8 | Fs | Anſwer 
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Anſwer to the Plain Account, Sc. of the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper this will explain the nature of this 
bleſſed ordinance to you, better than any book l 
know of. I have wrote out a little catalogue of 
books which I make my conſtant ſtudy, and which 
I hope will be yours, always remembering, that 
the Bible is to be eſteemed by us infinitely beyond 
any human compoſitions, let them be ever ſojex- 
cellent. Other books I ſhall occaſionally recam- 
mend to you, as they benefit my own. mind, or 
are proper for the ſtate. of yours, —As to forms of 
prayer in your private deyotions, you have no oc- 
caſion for them, nay they would only be a means 
of keeping back your ſoul in its progreſs towards 
the. ſpiritual life, the life which is hid with Chrift 
in God. Pray from your own heart. There is no 
need of elegance of expreſſion, or connection, to 
make a prayer acceptable to God. The deſire of 
the heart is its prayer; and that once ſincerely turn- 
ed to God, will certainly receive an anſwer of peace. 
When you firſt awake, ſtrive to fix your mind im- 
mediately on God: let the firſt book you open be 
the New Teſtament, there read, not ſeveral chap- 
ters, but juſt ſo much as you find will be food ſuf- 
ficient for preſent meditation. If the firſt verſe 
vou read particularly affects you, don't diſſipate the 
idea by. reading further, but cloſe the book, and 
let that verſe have its full effect on your mind, 
When you fall on your knees before the Almighty, 
recolle& the dangers and temptations you are mol} 
likely to fall into that day, and particularly pray to 

be kept by the grace of God in each of them. 
Earneſtly pray for power over the ſin which molt 

eaſily beſets you. But above all things ſtrive in 
your morning and evening prayers to gain the moſt 
lively ſenſe of your on nothingnels, nay to fee] that 
| you are even worſe than nothing, that you are by 
your fallerd nature fold under fin, and deſerving, no- 
thing at the hand of God but e ernal puniſhment ; 
and when your mind is deeply impreſſed with this 
PS, 55 3 conſideration, 
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conſideration, then look to the lamb of God Who 
taketh away the fins of the world. There ſee the 
,ower by which your fallen naturemay be reſtored: 
there ſee the blood by which you are cleanſed from 
all ſin: there ſee the full redemption purchaſed for 
you, and ſtrain every faculty of your ſoul eagerly 
to lay hold on this redemption : and be aſſured that 
the eternal Spirit of God will afſiſt you in theſe 
your prayers. The Spirit itſelf, ſays St. Paul, 
maketh interceſſion for us. —In the courſe of the 

enſuing day, and in all oecurrences, ſtrive to keep 
your heart in a ſtate of prayer, always ready to be 
| lifted up to Sed; arid this, even in the hurty of 
buſineſs, may be done, aud no one be ſenſible of it 
except yourſelf, | And be fure, my dear, never 
to omit making uſe of any opportunity of . ; 
good which falls in your: way, either te the bodies 
or fouls of your fellow creatures.—At night follow 
the ſame rule as in the morning; only examining, . 
before you beg the. protection of God for the . 
night, every action of the paſt day: what good yo 
have done, what left undone, what faults you-haye 
* been guilty of, what mercies you have received, 
8 and accordingly addrefs yourſelf to the father of 
5 mercy... 5 VVV AY 5 
be T have time to ſay no more at preſent. Cortinus: 
nd to write to me, and fail not to pray fer 


82 
1 
, "Ti 
1 
"1 + | 
j 1 
oo 19 
— 
ö 4 
1 
7 
j 1 
. 1 
bh! 
} 
4 
. 
' 1 
| _ 
= 
i * 
| 1 
4 


, 7 | our ever-affeftionate: \ 
. , ; 8 = ö 1 4 I . 4 & 4 - 2 4S, : + 4 ** . 
% Ears Lee 
m. J%%%%%%%SSę ĩ⁰ Sd Ls 
oſt « ** * : "Fry oe * 2 3 ö F £ 
1 % 5 
. 1 


#54 $51 
A, 


| te,” Bk . IS . I , | 34 is £2. 5667 * 
0 f Px, n ; ' 2271 Juan 8 75 1754. : 
1s | ewes my deareſt *** thanks for his laſt letter; 


the ſatisfaction which it and the- converſation 
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we had together on Saturday gave me, is inex- 


preſſible. Oh may you, by the aſſiſring grace of 


God, continue in the nappy way you are now in, 
and ſtill preſs forward to higher degrees of faith and 
love. But, my dear, you muſt not think. too highly 


of me; I am one of the moſt unworthy, objects of 


the free mercy of God. I ſtand more, perhaps, in 
need of your prayers than you of mine; you mult 


too pray for me, and we muſt both ftrive to increaſe 


and firengthen each other, I ſhould be glad to 
know whether you, laſt night, notwithſtanding the 
diſagreeable manner of the preacher, received any 


comfort and ſatisfaction from what he faid : I own 


did: his words (under all theſe diſadvantages) raiſed 
and ſtrengthened me in a remarkable manner; I wiſh 


it had been the ſame with you all; but your expec- 


tations were ſo highly raiſed by the name of ***, that 
an angel would hardly have ſatisfied them : and thus 
- ſhall we be always diſappointed, if we look more 


1 gat man than God, The moſt famous preacher, 


let his eloquence, his manner, his doctrine be- 
ever ſo near perfection, can never make the ſoul 
taſte the words of ſalvation, unleſs the Spirit of 
God accompanies and inforces his preaching, And 


the fame bleſſed Spirit can make the words of the 


meaneſt, the moſt deſpicable, the moſt dilagree- 
able preacher of, the goſpel, deco to awaken, 
to convince, and to comfort. But in order to our 
reaping theſe benefits, we muſt hear with ſincerity 
rt with fingleneſß of intention; not ſeeking to 
have our outward ears and eyes delighted, but de - 
faring the ſincere milk of the word to nouriſh and 


ſtrengthen our ſouls. Would it not be the higheſt 


madneſs to throw away the water of liſe, becauſe it 


Was 4 a to us in an earthen veſſel'? Solomon 


ſays, „To the hungry ſoul every bitter thing is 
& feet.” So to the foul which really hungers and 
thrifts after. Chriſt and his righteouſneſs, the found 
of the goſpel of peace (let the voice which proclaims 


one 
* 


it be harſh or /oft) will be ſweet intlecd. Oh. may 


„ +; you 
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u and I, my dear %, always find it ſo to us /- 
May that bleſſed Redeemer in whom we have 
peace, be dearer to us than ligt, than be, than 
any thing we can form to our imagination either 
here or hereafter! In dangers, in -difficulties, in 
temptations, may. we ftill look to him as our de- 
fence, our deliverer, our ſtrength, He is all in 
all throughout the oracles of God, both in the Old 
and New Teſtament.: may he be all in all to our 
fouls ; may we walk by his 4%, conquer by his 
ftrength, and in the. end be joyful partakers of that 
everlaſting felicity which he has prepared for thoſe 
that love kim, This is the conſtant. wiſh and 
Freyer. 8 on rw me ls 


Pour affectionate 


1 ; Saturday the 1 7the \ 


I Received my deareſt ***'s long letter, and have 
more and more reaſon indeed to be thankful to 
God on your account. Oh how my ſoul exults 
in your happineſs, in your increaſe: in faith, and 
love to Criſt /—Y our converſation with the captain 
delights me; no doubt but he rejoiced over you— - - 
there you ſee- the true chriſtian ſpirit} The advice 
he gave you is excellent: Oh may we be both ena- 
bled to follow it ! Thoſe who forfake all for Chriſt, 
will certainly find all in Chriſt. As to ***, I would 
adviſe you to try firſt to raiſe in him a defire to receive 
the ſacrament, before you perſuade him to receive it; 
and be earneſt at the throne of grace on his behalf. 
All. probable means are to be made uſe of, but it is 
the Spirit of God alone who can convince GT 
hg Ns. | ave 
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Have been lately a good deal affected with the death 
6f a lady in this neighboured, who led what is call- 
ed an innocent life. Mr. * attended her, and 
all his endeavours to convince her were in vain : 
her anſwers were, Though ſhe had not made 


„ ſuch a ſhew of: 71 15 as ſome others, yet ſhe 


& had done her duty, Sc.“ This is the moſt fatal 


delufion of all, this blindneſs is the moſt dreadful 
ftate in- which a ſoul can launch into eternity!“ 
Can you and I be ever enough thankfil to that God 


who has opened our eyes, to ſee the things which 
make for our peace? Was our whole life to be one 
continued act of praiſe, it would be nothing in com- 


pariſon to the bleſſings we have received; nay even 


the eternity,. which we ſhall ſpend in continual: 
praiſe, is not enough fully to. expreſs all we owe 


to our redeeming God - Redemption; how much is com- 
prehended in this word ! and how ſweet does it: 
ſound: to a ſoul ſenſible of its wants ! May. that pa- 
thetio prayer my dear *** has made forme be heard; 


then ſhall I experience that fulng of redemption. 
for which I long! Then ſhall I indeed be intirely. 
dead to the world, and fing and live only to Chriſt. 
All this unſpeakable happineſs I as ſincerely wiſh to. 
the brother of my ſoul as to myſelf; | 

5 ere 5 Aud am his truly afeclionate 
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with the greateſt. atisfaRtion;; what reaſon _ have 


you to be thankful, that God ſhould at ſe early a 
a time of your life convince you of jr, and give you 
to know that you have redemption through Chriſt!, | 
How might you have plunged into all the follies and 

vices of youth, and laid up a large ſtock fox future 
and bitter repentance, had not the free and un- 


bounded grace of God diſplayed its power in your 


ſoul ! Oh continue earneſtly to ſeek ſtill more and 
more of the: fulneſs of Chriſt, * Think not becauſe 
you. have had a ſenſe of the pardoning love of God 
that you are to reft here; no, ſtill ſeek for fleh 
evidences of his love to your ſoul; preſs forward 
with unwearied diligence towards the mark of the 
high calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus ; ſeek and ſtrive 
to gain the abiding witneſs of the Spirit; ſtrive for 


that perfe& renewal of heart by which you ma 


ſay, © *Tis no more I that live, but Chriſt livet 


in me. —You tell me: you was aſſaulted; ſome 


days after you had this clear ſenſe of the mercies of 
God in Chriſt Jeſus, with doubts and fears. When- 
ever, you are attacked in this manner again, argue 


thus with yourſelf:—“ This peace and joy which 


« 1. felt, this ſenſe of. forgiveneſs ſeemed to me. to. 
* be the work of God upon my ſoul; but was it 
« really. fo? Might not a warm imagination de- 
i cetve me, or might not the great enemy of ſouls. 
5 transform himſelt into an angel of light, in order 
* to lull me into a fatal. ſecurity ? But have I not, 
4 an infallible rule to judge by. whether this work 


% was of. God? What were the fruits it produced ?: 
© Did I upon this grow more careleſs. and remiſs ? 


% Was my mind puffed up.with.ſpiritual pride p Did 


4 I allow myſelf liberties which before I was afraid - 


* to. take P- Or did I, on the contrary, | watch 
i {till more diligently. againſt the moſt diſtant ap- 
% proaches of ſin ? Did. I find increaſing 2 1 
* over ins of the heart, as well as out ward fin ?. 

* Did I find in me a ſtill deeper ſenſe af my. own. 


nothingneſs and the all- ſuffciency of my Re- 


«© deemer, 
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4 Akim, sud 2 Hege Thoreals of tlie lobe of Coll 
„and all mankind? If theſe were the happy fruits 
of this evidence, I have no cauſe to doubt this 
work was certain) of Gd. 
In. this manner, my dear, if you will examine 
pourſelf, begging the aſſiſtance of the bleſſed Spirit 
to enable you to ſearch every winding and turning. 
of your heart, you can never be deceived, and will 
always be able by the ſhield of faith to-repel all the. 
fiery darts of the devil. I thank you for. your af- 
fectionate prayer for me (may God return all thoſe 


+ bleflings double on your own head) and an 


1 
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= 1 Did not expect to ſee my dear. * on Saturday, 
3 for the weather was fo extremely bad, that I 
thought you would. make the beſt of your way to 
% I have read your letter with great pleafure,. 
and hope you. wilt continue thus diligently. to ex- 
amine the ſtate of your own+ mind: and that on 
every examination you will find an increaſe of that 
« treaſure which never faileth.”—1  rejozce that 
you have been happy enough to ſuffer reproach for 
the fake of Chriſt, and more eſpecially for the grace 
given you to ſuffer joyfully. © You. may depend 
pom it that there is the fame-real diſtinction be- 
tween chriſtians and the world now, that there was 
when our bleſſed maſter ſaid, © Becauſe ye are not 
___ of the world; therefore the world hateth. you.“ 
And how ought our hearts to exult with praiſe and 
thankſgiving, when we can ſay we are not of the 
wort4 ! What | unſpeakable. happineſs will it be for 
us to be found (when our Redeemer comes t 
£4 " þ be ment) 
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ment) among thoſe who were not aſhamed of him 


in-this “ adulterous and perverſe generation!“ Is 


any thing too much to ſuffer when animated by the 
hopes of having theſe glorious words addreſſed to 


us, Come ye bleſſed, Sc.“ | 

I am now with my poor aunt , who is in 
great affliction for the loſs of poor Mrs. C. See 
my dear , how little all that is eſteemed in this 


world avails, when God is pleaſed to lay his hand 


upon us ! Here was youth, beauty, riches, friends; 


but how as in a moment, was the poſſeſſor of. all 


theſe cut off ! and by a dreadful diſeaſe brought io 


be the companion of loathſome worms! Alas, how 


is that ſweet ſmile which once ſat upon her coun- 
tenance, now changed to ghaſtlineſs! How are 


her fine features and delicate complexion now be- 


come even horrible to behold ! Oh that ſome proud 
beauty would here ſtop, and conſider what ſhe her- 
alfuredly be. And Oh that this 


ſelf muſt one day 


thought might ſtrike me {till with deeper ſeriouſ- 


neſs, that ſhe who was my friend and confident _ 
even from. my earlieſt youth; ſhe whom I loved 


with more; than fifter's 'tendernels.; is now—alas, 


Where is now her precious ſoul? Deareſt Re- 


deemer, thy grace is all- ſufficient, and thy mer- 


cies infinite! Is it not now rejoicing with thee? 
Were not all thoſe. helps afforded her by thy bound 


leſs love which even to the laſt her ill-judging 


friends denied her? O had I hut ſeen her rejoie- 


ing in the love of God, and filled with the prof- 


pode of a bleſſed eternity, how would my ſoul 


have joyed in her departure! How would my 
heart have dilated itſelf with the glorious thought, 


that my friend was delivered from the gilded ſnares 

that ſurrounded. her, and gone to ſure and unbound- 
ed happineſs! And even now cannot doubt the 
mercies of my God; ſurely we :ſhall meet again, 
and jain in eterdal praiſes to the great auther of our 
ſal vation! 3 855 K 8 R s 
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bave need to watch and pray always, and more 
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I Am obliged to you for your letter, though the 
I firſt ſide of it trighted me extreamly. have 
been ſo accuſtomed to ſee you ſtrong in faith and 
rejoicing in God, that the very mention of weak 
faith alarmed me; but thanks be to God, Who has 


8. 


not ſuffered y6u to be tempted above what you were 


able to bear, but has with the temptation alſo made 
a Way tor you to eſcape: and I hope this trial will 
be a means of making you ftill more watchful: You 


eſpecially at thoſe times when your enemies ſeem to 
be at peace with you. When we are bleſſed with 
the light of God's countenance, and have power 
over the fin which moſt eaſily beſets us, We are 
very aptito'be off our guard; and by-being ſecure, 
awe lay ourſelves open to danger from that grand 
tempter, Who is always 'watching over us for 
evil; and if we take not care to keep the loving 
che of our mind conſtantly fixed on that God who 1 
always watching over us for good, we muſt fall. 


Here all our ſtrength lies; but God wilF not give 
us this ſtrevgth unleſs we carefully and continually 


ſeek it: therefore, now the free grace of Cod has 
ain raiſed you up. be doubly -cateful in every 


thought, word, and action, and be aſſured that your 
merciful Redeemer willcbe ever ready io hear yo 


ben you call upon him. That his love may: daily 
abound in your heart more and more, is he ſincere 
prayer of 5 | IE n 5 4 * „ MSI” rk +}. 
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yo o are drddoed a thong? ; fare! you 
J might contrive to call, though it were but for 
half an hour. I am glad you heard Mr. %%; for 
to fear ham and to profit, to 'a ſincere Houl 4 
ſame thing. I thank God too, 8 
happy a ſtate of mind; and your'ſoul: — 
alive to God that yo hen? ſo much in love with 
holineſs, and ſo eagerly prefling after it in all its 
branches: depend upon it, for every degree of ho- 
lineſs yu gain here, 'you will alſo gain a) new.de- | 
gree of hip pineſs both here. . e pee I 
nearer the ſoul is tothe image of Ohriſt, the made 
it will love him, and the mur it will be loved by 
him, and by che Father through hint t and chis 
love is the higheftifelicityboth/ of ſaints and angela. 
Imperfect (in degree) astit is here below, the ſoul 
that taſtes-It would notehange it for all thatcarth 
or heaven could give. und what then muſt it be 
daes in the kingdem' of eternal glory i here the 
foal, delivered e wack clogs: will have - 
no r or obſruttians tothe pute love f 
God, but will bo wholly babe ed int! i 
Your. 2 * your y elber- 
av ene ation: I. cotiratul ate yon that yu 
can ſo — WEISER ici is increas N for thx 
truth, bipray God to i eee 
N work, and e 
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Faithful Trennt to Ged, in the-mi 


Ih dea. Ne, 
Return. you many thanks for your n Juſt 
13 before I received it I was thinking of you, and 
= tell you the truth, with ſome fear (octaſioned 
our Jong abſence) either that you were grown 
d to me, or what was infinitely worſe, were 
go wn cold to the ways of God. But your letter 
iſpelled all my fears, and I rejoice and give thanks 
to dur beavedly' Father for his great and' manifold 
mercies to your ſoul !—-I wiſh I could have ſeen 
you. often alone in your laſt illneſs, but that you 
1 was impoſſible: however, the ſmall time 1 


was. with you gave me the ut moſt ſatisfaction, and 


I. cannot be enough ſenſible of the goodneſs. of my 


Sod, that I (weak and unworthy, as I am) ſhould 
be made an inſtrument of ſuch inereaſe of comfort 
ce you. Had you then died, you would. doubtleſs 


now be ſinging praiſes to / God and the Lamb; but 
a you are ſuffer'd to continue longer upon. earth, 
it. is to this end, that you ſnould approve yourſelf a 

fal of this crooked 
and perverſe generation, hat you ſhould ſhine as a 
ght in the world, and by — yourſelf in the 


ſervice of God hore, increaſe your capacity of hap- 


pineſs hereafter. Cod is merci ful to you in 4 pe- 


_ _-culiar-manner. + Tobe kept as you. are; when ſo 


much engaged in buſineſs, — with ſo. — 4 
tunities of attending the means of grace, cal 


the utmoſt. gratitude; therefore 3 no occaſion 


paſs of ſhewing your love to that Redeemer, 
who has thus {aved you from fin and the love of 
the world. All you can do, is by far too ſmall a 
return for ſuch unbounded goodneſs, Your pre- 


em ſtate of mind is a Yon and happy one in- 


_ deed; 


— 
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deed; but ſuffer not yourſelf to be off your watch 
5 for one moment, for Satan is always watching to 
2 hurt a ſoul that is thus happily a N a 
ſnare, But your certain help lies in Chriſt; keep 
therefore the eye of the mind fixed upon him, and 
you will ſtill go on conquering, and to conquer. 


ft I am your ever aſfeclionate Friend, 
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nd A M delighted with the rules you have laid 
ny J for your conduct: you muſt conſtantly look up td 
Id God for grace and; ſtrength faithfully to raflicd 
It them, I rejoice in yout loye to-your dee 1 
fs and be aſſured, the longer you live the more; you. 
ut will be convinced that this is your only ſure refuge 
h, and laſting happinefs. In regard to your going fo, 
2 often to , take the following advice; thun, 
ed you would poiſon, every thing that you 


a 


as, 
poiſon, every find 4 
8a means of making you leſs alive to God. Life is 
he ſhort. We have a great work to do, and God only 
p- WW knows how few. of thoſe hours, which are ever on 
e- the wing, may be given.us to do it in. Therefore 
ſo loſe not a moment! Remember a chriſtian: cannot 
r- ſtand ſtill; he muſt go either forwards or back- 
or wards; and if you have: not made ſome advances 
on toward heaven ſince the clock ſtruck laſt, you have 
7 gone back towards the contrary road. Keep this 
of conſtantly in your mind, particularly in your wits. 
| a —May the peace and love of God be ever with 


re- J you. 
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. My der rund, 
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1* Have jul time: enough 46 Vin that our fout 
may 


this day wy 25 Tad that God may be 
found $5 ou ok al ordinances. Oh that his 
love. may be more and more fhed abroad in your 
bert! 00 this it certainly will he, if if you Walk 
cfoſely with” him, and fy 
to lead you from your 'only 8 51 happ pineſs.: Oh 
ſtrive continually after a aer recollection, and 
cbmmunion md God. I know. the uhprofitable 
manner in FREY you will I be employ ed*this after- 
nou } 50 his need not hinder” out: Heart from 
being wit 

fort you.— 


dreſs of your vißtors: four young, ladies in a houſe 
toy ether, are in the utmoſt danger from this fin; 


depend upon it, it is as contre 1 to chriſtian 
10 35 ing or tte AE . B 
ve 285 * bh aling, | gp | 2 12 n 


r not your 1 | 


[4b "po nan bers he wilt ſupport and com- 
ke care that you run not into making 
obfervations either on the perſons, manners, or 


of 


' muſt take the greatel care that you do nothing to 


appellations of whimſical, obſtinate, and ridiculous, . | 


thouſan 


There is l whyeh is a greater counter - poĩiſon 


beauty, to wiſh for its embelliſhment, and to be 
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My dear Friend, 


Have been thinking, ſince 1 faw you, of all the 
ſnares to which you are * going to be expoſed, 
and I fincerely pray that God may protect you in 
every danger, and hold up your goings in his paths. 
But in order to gain his gracious protection, you 


a 
, > 
* 


grove his bleſſed Spirit, and cauſe him to depart 
rom you. N this any ſinful compliance will cer- 
tainly do: therefore when you are deſired to do 
any thing unbecoming a chriſtian, fear not * 
as you are) to bear your teſtimony for Sod againſt- 
an evil world. But do it in the ſpirit of meekneſs; 
and if by this means you draw upon yourſelf the 


look upon the reproach as matter of rejoicing, and 
as adding a greater luſtre to the crown ybu will 
hereafter receive. There is one temptation, Which 
at 2 age is peculiarly dangerous, and that is a 
deſire of being thought handſome, You mult be 
ever on your watch againſt this ; for it will raiſe a 
d tempers in your ſoul, as contrary to the 
mind which was in Chriſt as darkneſs is to light. 


to this defire, t 


— 


an bringing the mind to be con- 

tented, nay even to vejoice that another ſhould: 
outſhine us. Let Miſs J. be the means by which 
you acquire a conqueſt over this firſt-· born of female 
ride: ſet yourſelf every day to take delight in her 


moſt. pleaſed when ſhe appears to the greateſt ad- 
vantage, -If when you read this you colour, and 
cry © Dear ! what can ſhe mean P this is vaſtly. 
« odd!” — depend upon it there is. ſomething in | 


. 7 1 


your bean which Nabe the advice 1 have oe 


h nd. fail 
Ee. I No I OTR HT 2 


practice. We mould enjoy * more of oo ws : 


of God's countenance, ' and of that eace which 
paſſeth all underſtandi 


fram their commonneſs we are apt to ca [ Alte 


A ſoul is o en caſt into heavineſs for hours, by " 


unguarded — 8 — Yau will not, my ove,,. | 


angry with me that I deal hn freely with you : 1 


vu over your foul in tender love; and though 


ble of my own unworthineſs, either to adviſe 
— I zrſuade ; thoug h ſenſible of my own great 5p} 


an 75 fins and. e da I cannot deſiſt from 


(Bac ling you againſt all th EG m 1. 1255 . 55 Wok : 
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ank you, my leg. for writing to me, "and 


' rejoice that you are ha ppy: God never fails to 
hear thoſe that call i upon bir and 1 is gracious above 
all that we can either alk or think.” As to my ill- 


neſs, it is extremely ach e but I believe not 


255 erous; and I m continue to bear it for a 
while: Jonger ith6ur attempt eK ber 5 rem. ove 
12 becauſe my a Kaen Rimſelf K not What 


2 make of it; however, I just as J ought to 
1 delig ht ko 455 bn nd is. er! the * of God, 
W 


50 his — 7 0 are ſweet to my foul.” ey 0 * 


happy ſtate of reſig ation, "ea 1 Have wiſh, 
bys: x fot a increaſe 95 Gabe and holinefs. W 


ing, if we would attend to, 


and watch againſt, thoſe occaſions of falling, , which- 
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eat iu 8 


ET 1 v, how a, 
is every thing, that does not look towards eternity 
1 have fuch'an experimental ſenſè of the nothing- 


wedding. Pray God keep your fiſter's heart in 


you; which it is abſolutely neceſſary. (for the good 
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my fout longed after the facrament, and the tes 


came in my eyes, becauſe I could nor go to church. 
But are the flowing ſtreams of redeeming love can-- 
fined to place or time? I found indeed they were 
not; for my ſoul Was at home ſweetly repleniſhed, 
with every blefling 'I could have hoped for at the 
altar. How much are thoſe to be pitied who know:- 
not the love of God! Haw much are thoſe to be 
pitied who ſet their hearts on any h r this ſtate 
of exiſtence ! 'How- poor, how low, 


neſs of all wordly things, that they ſeem no more 
to me than dancing puppets ;: and I am ſometimes 
ready to affront my brother and Mr. , by ſmil- 
ing at the importänt air with which they talk of 
their buſineſs, as hey eall it.—I think there is very 
little probability that 1 ſhall be fit to come to the 


this time of danger and diſtraction, and bleſs you 

both with the bleſſings of his children. 
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Reverend Sir, 26144 HATE 36, 4 


„OUR character for candour and piety takes 
1 from me all fear that you ſhould be offended at 
the addreſs of a perſon unknown, cven though this 
addreſs is deſigned to point out ſomething amis in 


of your own ſoul, and for the eternal welfare of 
| 1 | thoſe 
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- thoſe who hear you) that you ſhould amend.—Y ou , 
believe V ou feel the power, and live the life of faith 
—Oh why will you not ſtrive that others may be 
partakers of like happineſs with you ?-I know. 
your general manner of preaching : I myſelf have 
heard you; and while my ear has been delighted 
_ with your affecting delivery, your elegant langu: ge, 
and well - turned periods, my heart has d,, to think 
that ſuch talents ſhould be ſo miſerably perverted: 
bled for you, and for thoſe poor fouls, whom this way 
of preaching lulls into a fatal ſecurity. Pardon my 
freedom of ſpeech; pardon my boldneſs Anas Ol 
you; but you vaurlelf will acknowledge, that 
where the foundation is unſound, the building muſt 
fall; and no true foundation can be laid except. 
Jeſus Chriſt. Your own experience muſt tell you, 
that a divine power can alone change the heart; 
that all outward regularity of behaviour, all rounds 
and forms of devotion, and all moral duties, with- 
out this change are utterly unavailing, and only 
like beautifying- the outſide of a ee which 
within is full of dead mens bones and of all unclean- 
neſs. -You are ſenſible too, that faith in a dying 
Redeemer is the only means given us by. which this 
change of heart can be effected. To what pur- 
poſe then is it to tell poor, loft, undone man of the 
dignity of his rational nature, and the beauty of 
virtue “ — Dear Sir, for the ſake of that God 
whom you love and adore, away with theſe fha- 
dows, and ſubſtitute in their places realities. How 
would it delight the heart of ſeveral of your friends 
(who greatly love and eſteem you, and who wiſh 
well to the goſpel of Chriſt) to ſee you with all the 
force of eloquence labouring to convince your 
hearers of the fin of their nature, their condemna - 
tion in the ſight of God, and their utter incapacity 
to help themſelves; and then proclaiming to them, 
«© Behold the Lamb of God, who taketh away the 
« fins of the world ! . FCC : 
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1 am ſenſible of: the: difficulties, you. will have 
to encounter, in thus changing your manner of 
A but though the battle e hard to light, 

be the glory of the victory. Tis true, 
your enemies are ſtrong and powerful; the devil, 
the: world, all the wicked, and all the ſelf-righ- 
teous will be joined together againſt. you:; but 
look up with an eye of faith, and ſee how many 
more are for you. Think of the holy angels re- 
joicing over every, ſinner converted by your means; 
think that the captain of your ſalvation, your God 
and Redeemer; will be ever near to help, to 
ſtrengthen and comfort you And canfider What 


unutterable joy your ſaul- will feel, when. at ht 


period of time which is the moſt delightful ta the 
true chriſtian, you — 1 conhdenge cry out 
with St. Paul, - I have: fought a good fight, I have 


_ * finiſhed my courſe, } have kept the faick; hence- 


forth is laid up for me a crown /of righteouſucls,” 
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I Am much obliged to you for your letter to me; 
and if it will increaſe your 705 to knaw th I 


love my Saviour more than health, or ligit, or 
life, be aſſured that I da; and that 1 thing 
myſelf the maſt ungrateſul and vile of all creature 
if I did not. It : my - conſtant and earneſt deſixe 


know! age God, and to be ſaved not 
only from the guilt, but alſo from the- PRVET. tk 


1 of 


Re vera 8 
4 x of 3 
- 


ſin, I-know that the grace of God thr 
is ſufficient for me; I know that the 


I did not wiſh above all things to be confo 


ed to his image And in conſequence of — 
rhus loving God becauſe he firſt loved me, I lobe, 
every creature which God has made, and every 
ſoul of man, without any regard had to ſeas, 
names, or parties. The foravan church; though 
I am certa 25 at this time it is over- run with dread · 
| I. love, pity, and. pray for. Oh may 
unbounded mercy, convince 
and reſtore it !—I thank you for the glorious ad- 


t errors, 


the God of love an 


vice you give me, of + living very near the croſs:” 


there is life indeed! Life freely given, to every ſoul 
that ſeeks it. And that you and 1 0 der IANS | 


of this life is the hearty wiſn of your 
 eaeon Hes a 


Wannen, OS 


To the Rey. Mr. „ * . 
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> Dear 5 1 1 1 kee 


Am much obliged to you for your apoſtolical 
letter, and for the. truly chriſtian joy you expreſs 
for my baby's happineſs. That 1 ba It all yOu 


the reſt ſenſibility of temper ib capable of feeling 
Wh — — is — 1 res, here has been 
my groat yolllory <layin' every! thing which, con- 
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Chriſt. 
Chriſt cleanſeth from all ſin; and I know (ole | 
be God for giving me that knowledge) that I fare 
redemption through his blood, even the forgive- 
neſs of my fins. Think now what a wretc 1 
ſhould be, if I did not love this Redeemer, and . 
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„ 
. cerned the child; I have bad neither will nor wiſh 
of my own..; He was peculiarly: dedicated to God, 
even before he was born: and fince, he has been 
daily, nay almoſt hourly offered up; and that not LA 
in word only, but in truth: and/s it bag pleaſed 
: God to accept him as a ſacrifice, rather than as a 
a ſervrnt /I have nothing to fay, but thy will be 
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& done !” If I could have ſeen you, or any of m 
chriſtian friends at this time, when all the fine 


— perceived by my ſoul: ſo that I had the 
bl 

| * body, ſoul, aud ſpirit. Fail not to pray 
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Dear Sir, 


. | I See with delight, that you are ſet up as a mark, 
1 for every one.of the devil's tools to ſhook . 
and he certainly wounds the deepeſt by thoſe, who, 
-while they are working for him, imagine _— 5 


A 


Gs. x iy 


doing God enten and Ag ih chriſtian Fru 
dence, How often is that wiſdom which comes from 
beneath, taken for that which comes from above 
And fear of man, ſecret defire of preferment, and 
being aſtamed of the croſs of Chriſt, tignified:with 
the title 'of true —_ and caution not to give 
offence ! Tis hard, indeed, to be wounded in the 
houſe of your friends; nothing, perbaps, is more 
painful to nature, but if they have called the maſter 
of the houſe Brelzebub, how much more thoſe of his 
» Houſhold! — Thoſe ſervats of Chriſt who are de. 
ſigned by him for eminent uſefulne/s, muſt of neceſſi 
have the largeſt ſhare of tribulation: for the Why 
place of honbur under our king, is that of t 
eſt ſufferings. I ſhould not wonder if the RE 
and' pens of all your brethren (except two or three) 
' were employed againſt you; and I am ſo far from 
being ſorry (on your account) for Mr. Z's preach- 
" Ing againſt you, that I look upon it as a precious and 
bleffſed mark, and a ſeal to the truth of your miniſtry, 
- — Happy parting,” indeed, with the world! And 
Happy parting with every comfort: in it, if nearer 
anon with God is the conſequence! Oh ceaſe: not 
to pray for me, that all things may thus work toge- 
ther for my good !—This poor dream of life will 
ſoon de at au end; ee if thoſe who have only) 
given a cup of cold water for the ſake of Chriſt, 
; =_ not loſe their reward, what an exceeding and 
al weight of glory attends thoſe happy ſouls | 
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My dear Friend, 


] Was this merning {though unſeen by you) pre- 
4 ſent at your ſermon op the public worſhip. of 
God, and fat impatiently, expecting and longing to 
hear that name' mentioned, by which alone com- 
eth Salvation. Surely,” thought I, when all his 
heathen and moral motives are done, I ſhall at laſt 
hear him urge that let and moſt prevailing motive to 
our joining together in the praiſe of God, the ex- 
ceeding riches of his mercy to us in Jeſus Chriſt, 
But alas! how were my expectations fruſtrated? 
and how did my heart fink when the ſermon was 
ended !—If there is any faith to be given, either to 
the words or behaviour of man, you are a Cſtriſtian. 
But what did you ſay here, more than Socrates might 
have ſaid You will pardon my . boldneſs; God 
knows the ſincerity of my heart, when J proteſt, 
that it is only from a motive of love ta your ſoul; 
and the ſouls of thoſe which hear you, that I write 


with ſuch freedom. Give me leave then to aſk, 


Have, you, for your own ſoul in particular, found 
redemption thibugh*the-hloodyof Chriſt? I have 
all the reaſon imaginable, from your ſweet conver- 
fation,”-to 'believ® that you have. But how is it 
then that you could preach one ſuch ſermon as this? 
| OK ſearch well into, your own heart. _Is there not 
ſome root of bitterneſs remaining, ſome evil ſhame, 
which renders you thus inconſiſtent? Had I not 


heard you myſelf, I could not have thought it 55 
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1 ſible, for you to have preached in this manner, 


aftgr the glorious . things you have ſaid to me. 
You. have called me friend, Take this letter as 


the higheſt proof of eg I could poſſibly give 
you, Is it not ſo, for your 


| offended, tell me fo plainly, but at the ſame time 


| freely forgive me; and believe me, with the ſin- 


cereſt wiſhes for your preſent uſefulneſs and ever- 
laſting happine, , >, 


5 Tour ever obliged and affeflionate Friend, 5 


23 L * . - * * 
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To the Rev, Mr. * . 
December 26, 1754s 


MAY. this bleſſed: day in which the ſun of righ- 
V teouſneſs firſt aroſe on our dark world, bring a 
new. acceſſion of light, and peace, and joy to your 
precious. ſoul! may. the power of God accompany 
every word you utter, and give you this day to en- 
large your we over the prince of darkneſs. 
On, give my full heart leave to expand itſelf in 
praying for you, in bleſſing you, ang in thanking 
you, for your ſurprizing goodneſs to me; no, never 
ſhall you find me ungrateful; that God in whom 
alone I truſt for ſtrength, will preſerve me from 
falling into this meaneft of all crimes.—I ſhall not 1 
fear have the delightful ſatis faction of hearing you 
\ to-morrow, and therefore could not forbear writing 
to-day ; beſides, I am by ilIneſs prevented een. 
the public worſhip of God, ſo that have need o 
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ake to run the hazard 
of being thought bold and affuming? If you are 
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ond my hopes, yd preſence” has greatly diſpelled 
retry cloud of 8 and fear of 2 +n 
ſhort, when I conſider the goodneſs of God and my 
own abſolute unworthineſs, Lam loſt in aſtoniſhment: 
dear Sir, pray that I may make a proper improve- 
ment of all theſe bleſſings, and particularly of that 
exceeding, great bleſſing your friendſhip. Oh Sir! 


* 


may 1. indeed ſay your friendſhip? The Lord Jeſus 


bleſs and reward you! exprefſion fails me when 1 
would thank you as I ought, and tell how much 1 


OUR anſwer to my, quſtion, on What is the 
proper foundation of our rejoioing in temporal 
bleſſings, ia perfectly ſatisfactory, and I thank-you 
for it. What you ſay of Mr. P's tract is juſt What 
I wanted: poſſibly ſome fit ſeafon may be given 
me to make à goed uſe of ii. One would imagine 


- "ml 


. 
. 


that if ſingleneſs of eye, and ſinoerity of heart were 


really found in all thoſe of our miniſters, who in a 
meaſure preach the goſpel, there would ſearce be 
room left even for the ſhadow of a diſpute, But 
this is only imagination; for I cannot help obſerv- 
ing of ſome, for whoſe. ſincerity I would anſwer 
with my life, that they are far from being con- 
fiſtent long together. I have lately been attack el 


with a mighty pretty diſtinction (and from ny 
ignorance a new one to me) in reſpect of the doe- 
trine of aſſurance of forgiveneſs of fin. Mr. 


H 2 ſays ox 


ſays it is of the eſſence of faith but moſt of the old 

« Puritans, together with à bea of great names (of 
. which I remember not one) ſay it is of the fruits 
of faith. — A poor weak woman, who has. not 
learnt logic, may be eaſily puzzled with the niceiy 

of a logical.diſtinQion : but {till I could plainly ſee, 
that let it, be efſence or fruits, there was a manifeſt 
neceſſity -for enforcing the doctrine: becauſe a tree 
which brings not forth its proper fruits, is a bar- 
ren tree,—A faith which brings not forth its pro- 

per fruits, is a dead faith, and conſequently un- 

profitable. — The anſwer is, A tree may be 
alive, and yet not bring forth fruit immediately.“ 
— We}, but this makes nothing agaiuſt the neceſſity 
there is that it ould bring forth fruit, in order to 
make it a profitable tree.—But then we have a 
homily to fly to :—® The homily on ſalvation ſays 
* nothing of aſſurance.” —lIf the homily contradicts 
St. Paul, the homily is nothing to me.“ O, you 
won't refer it tothat, © becauſe it makes againſt you.“ 
I do not ſo much as know what is in it.—“ It only 
& ſays a ſure truſt and confidence. I think a fure con- 

- fidence is nearly the ſame with aſſurance, —* No, they 
© are very different.” —— Now, Sir, you maſt 
-be ſo good to furniſh me with two or three of your 
ſtrong arguments, to pull down this Babel: tower, 
which our friends are building. I ſhould alſo be 
glad, if you would tell me by what happy art you 
are always conſiſtent in doctrine, as well as practice: 
for I can find no one elſe that is ſo.— Difference 
of opinion | regard not; I could enjoy fellowſhi 
of ſpirit with a truly fincers Predeſtinarian, Papiſt, 
or Crater. Inconſiſtency is the thing alone Which 
hurts me. When I find this in people wham I know 
to be in ſo much higher a ſtate of grace than my- | 8 
ſelf, and whom I love and honour, it diſquiets me 
1 own, by far too much; and my ſoul, like Noahs 

dave, flies folitary about, and finds no place of reſt 
on the face of the whole earth; till at laſt with 
one olive-leaf, and only one, ſhe returns. joyful: 2 
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| 25 the moſt probable means of 
curing RR er of the mind. And, Thirdly, 


tinues to preſerve to us your precious health, and 


_—_y 


the ark, - Give me leave, Sir, to intreat of you 
(if you ſhould have a little time to Apare) that — 
will juſt point out to me, Finſt, What are the 
probable cauſes of this inconfiſtency, in thoſe who- 
have — ſineerity of heart, and ſingleneſs of eye. 


How I may — falling into it myſelf, and keep _ 
my ſoul from being diſquieted, when I find it in 
thoſe whom.lI highly eſteem. I hope God con- 


that your long journies may be a means of ſtr — 
ening and eftabliſhing it. I doubt not but the work 
of the Lord proſpers in your hands, and that you - 
will have — reaſon to rejoice in the fruit of i 
your labours. How happy -are you te be always 
thus employed, in ſuch eminent ſervice for your 
maſter ? You live almoſt the lfe-of an unembodied : 
irit; and 1 live nearly the life of a | plant... But 
ank God, it is: abſolutely certain, that this im- 
mortal ſpirit of. mine, which is thus preſſed in on 
every fide, and weighed down with matter, wit 


"ferns time burſt its 1 and break the bars, of 
its priſon; and then, how-it: will . ſoar! Nothing 


ſure can equal the lite, the joy, the ghrious liberty, 
which a ſpirit muſt feel, hen firſt delivered from 


tits heavy clog! Farewel! May our dear Redeemer 


continually watch over erg nd bleſs you in euer; 
4 am, Ke. 


* 4 


8 thought, 7 and — 


September 17s - 


Dear Sir, | 
OW | ſhall I-find SITY to thank you for - 
your ſweet expreſſions of care and -friend-: 


* | _ ſhip; 


— 


2 peace, which I would not loſe 
worlds. But I greatly want conſtant recollection, 
ond à mortified humble ſpirit, You know the 
weight your words have with me; give me, I beg 
of you, ſome directions for obtaining this. I can- 
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{biy for my ſoul? Ten thouſand thouſand bleſlings 


on your own for this kindneſs. I hope I may in 
one ſenſe ſay, that my ſoul -proſpers, becauſe" I. 


defire nothing but that the will of God may be 
done in me and by me. But I have not at preſent 


4 thoſe overflowings of joy I have at ſome times ex- 


perienced; the cries of a ſickly infant, which touch 


all the fineſt ſprings of human nature, caſt à kind bf 
-heavineſs over my ſoul; and the perpetual and ſtrict 
watch I am obliged to keep over my heart, for fear 

the leaſt murmuring-or complaining thought ſhould 
Fond rather die than ſuffer) - 

ſeem rather to reſtrain my ſoul from the glorious free. 
dom ſhe once had, of loſing herſelf in the heights and 
depths of divine love. Oh bleſſed hours of abſtrac- | 


ariſe in it (Which 


tion from all creatures, and joyful communion with 
the fountain and centre of a | happineſs, when will 


ye return? When it is the will of my heavenly 
Father that you ſhould return: and ni that divine 


will Ireſt contented, willing, nay pleaſed, to fuf- 
fer any thing, every thing, ſo I may be kept from 


fin. .I have lately had inward temptations, buzzing 


about my mind, like inſects in a fummer's day; 


but, by looking to Jeſus, I as eaſily diſperſe them, 
as the waving hand diſperſes thoſe little : trouble- 


_ ſome animals: and, thanks to my Redeemer's 


boundleſs mercy, I ftill enjoy in uy inmoſt foul; 


not take my leave, without thanking you again and 
again, for enquiring after my ſoul : Oh how dearly 
do J love you for this goodneſs : May the tender 


mercies of God be with you! May the eternal 
Comforter meet and bleſs you in every word of 


ur tongue, and in every thought of your heart! 
* Your ever:grateful and affeftionate | 


* 


839 * 


or millions of 


7. LwMV... d ⁰Üw—wm. ˙·m...Ü ſ.m····· ⁊ ᷣĩ ear na ac 


8 


+ Wap 


Rs a © w ws 


* 


5 M wa g 9 


4. Boat. u . 2 dr Ma a ͥ 020 ² 8 


. 1 


- : 3 p . 2 
, " N % 
L 9 > | 
. E * 


"% 
4 * o * 9 K ? 
9 = - . ww. 4 2 4 bY 5 * $454 : 5 
pe . a : 
Li ooo RET og F390. ERIE 0 . ee 
0 7 © © f, p x * 
Q ; : : * * Y 
, * 4 i 2 
4 2 - G4 0 - , *'# 
#37 x | 19 Matin A 7 
4 
a * 


14 SY * "os hs. © x 
95 it; ene „ COLES © 


Shall not, forget the great reaſon E. had to be 
thankful both to God and you, for our laſt con - 
verſation. It ſeemed to me, that I had more li- 


berty of ſpeaking to you than uſual; though a thous: 


ſand things were yet left unſaid; and you, led me. 
to make many obſervations, Which I hope will be. 
of lafling benefit to my ſoul. : You have: taught. 
me to ſee the amazing wiſdom and loving-kindneſs 
of God in ſeveral inſtances,” which 1 ſhould not elſe 

have thought of; and I; am fully ſatisfied with all 
his diſpoſals: knowing be orders all things well, 1 
chearfully ſubwit; and I truſt that ſtrength will be 
given me to walk on in the way ſet jk og 

though ſorrowful, yet (in one ſenſe) always re- 
Jjoicing.“ —Is it not a- great bleſſing that the, 
thorns are mixed with roſes ? This is infinitely more 
than I. deſerve. How true is it, that the higher. 
ſatisfaction we have in any thing, beſides, God, the 
greater pain muſt neceſſarily attend it V often 
been taught this leſſon, in various degrees, each 
riſing, above the other; and yet 1 have not learnt. 
wiſdom. And whe ſhall teach me .this wiſdom ? 
Why you yourſelf can lay down moſt excellent 
rules, but it is God alone who can give me power, 
to practiſe them. I plainly ſee the neceſſity of 
having every thought brought into ſubjection to 


Chriſt: it muſt be thus, if I would attain ſettled 
peace and conſtant recollection.— In your extratt 


from Molinos, the ſtate of mind I am ſeeking is 
well deſcribed in theſe words: The ſoul that is 
© entered into the heaven of peace, acknowledges 


_* itſelf full of God, and his ſupernatural gifts; 


* becauſe it lives grounded in a pure love, receiv- 
a LIT | 66 ing 


© ing equal pleaſure in light and darkneſs, in night 
« and day, in aflliction and confolation + through 
« ehis holy and heavenly indiferency, it never loſes 
© its peace in adverſity, nor its tranquility in tribu- 
&* lation, but ſees itſelf full of unſpeakable enjoy- 
„ ments.“ — And again, Though the valley 
of the lower faculties of the ſoul, is ſuffering. 
e tribulations, combats,  martyrdoms, and ſuggeſtions, 
Fo 2 at the /ame time, on the lofty mountain of the 
* higher part of the foul, the true ſun caſts its 
en beams ; it enflames and inlightens it, and ſo it 
„ becomes clear, peaceable, reſplendent, quiet, 
& ſerene, being a mere ocean of joy.” —But alas! 
ou will fay, © How far are you from this ſtate!“ 
ue, 1 am far from it indeed. And yet 1 have 
ſometimes experienced ſome little glimmerings of it, 
but they have been foon diſturbed : and then I have. 
_ fondly ſaid to myſelf, Well, 'when this trial, when 
this temptation, or difficulty is over, I ſhall return 
to my fweet peace, and my ſoul will be wholly. 
ſwaltowed up in the love of God. Vain imagina- 
tion ! I think I have nom experimentally learnt a truth, . 
Which before only floated in my brain, That the 
% peace of a chriſtian dees not confiſt in being free 
from temptations and difficultics, but in ſtedfaſtly 
«and calimly conquering them. Once more, the 
Eord preſerve you? Could my prayers avail an 
thing, what blefſings would you receive; in body, 
ſoul, and ſpirit! Oh fare wel, fare wel! And when 
your ſoul is moſt carried up to God, remember to 
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God gives, you are to rejoice and take a pleaſure 
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will be ſhaken, if not overturned, by the. | 
that beats upon it. But if the will of God be the 
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1 Return you many thanks N ſo ſoon, and 


particularly for filling two ſides. of your paper. 
My ſoul was as much enlivened by your letter, as 
the earth, the birds, and flowers, are by the rays 
of the ſun, after a long and heavy rain. May your 
bleſſed , maſter ce ward you for all your goodneſs to 
mel Figs 3 ION 08 a2, 17 2 N 
I thank God I have in ſome meaſure learnt that 
grand lefſon, © Not as I will, but as thou wilt 
and 1 continually pray that he may teach it me more. 
and more. The preſent: idle 5 half. dying life I 
am obliged to lead, greatly needs this temper f 
mind; and it is all the free mercy of my Redeemer 
that I can now ſay, his grace is ſuthcient for mo. 
In regard to temporal bleſſings, I have now. and 
then a littlediſpute with ſome of my religious friends, 
and I want your authority to ſtrengthen my argu= 
ments,—They: ſay,” Whatever temporal bleſſing 


in it, as his gift. And 1 ſay, Whatever tem 


bleſſing God beſtows, the motive for your rejoicing 


ſhould be merely the mii of God: for if you rejoice 


in the bleſſing conſidered as à happineſs in itſelf 


(though referring it to God with à thank ful heart 
you are building on the ſand, and your ay 1 
ſtorm 


motive of your rejoicing, you build your happineſs 


on a foundation which never can be moved. The 
preſent bleſſing, indeed, may vaniſh away, but 
your cauſe of rejoicing. ſtill remaineth ſure and ſted- 
laſt, in time and in eternity. Some people: think 
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he oc I am in at preſent a prodigious happineſs 


and the greateſt of worldly bleſſings, and will aſk 
we, Are yon not pleaſed p anſwer, I am 


pleaſed with every thing which is the will of God; 


and the anſwer is thought an odd one; but I cate 


not help it, I dare not make any other. . 
Tou want me to ſay ſomething upon Chriſtian 

love ripened in eternity. But this is a theme for 

angels; my ſoul is too low, too dull to t to 
_ «write upon it; I can only wiſh and pray to be a 
partaker of it. Farewel; may the ſweeteſt ſtreams 
| Errerning love ever fill your ſoul.. Ss 


I am unatteradbly yours, 
: ; - * 
8 "RI — $5 3: 


cem truly fay, that I would with joy devote all 


1 1 have, and all I am to. God, and. gladly . ſpend 


every hour int his ſerviee. But the difficulties I find 
an the way are inuced 1n/uperable to me, though not 
o Iithink to every one, at leaſt af 1 may-jadge from 
Tore few inſtances L have ſeen ſince my asquaintance 

_ rwith 5. Vou yourſelf, enen outwardly, appear to 
me to ſpend every hour tu the glory of Ged ; and for 
this reaſon I look upon you to be the happieſt of 
mankind, When 1- ſee you ſpent with fatigue, 
vdur eyes half cloſed, and your outward may ſeem- 
ang to 
i give my own life and ſtrength to increaſe 
rs, I almoſt. envy you this glorious fatigue, and 
ay to myſelf, How happy, how bleſſed is this man, 
thus to end and be /pent:in-the. ſeryice of his Re- 


deemer! 
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deemer! Think me not p When I h, 


p that I place you conſtantly before my mind, as my 

5 living example Outwardly it certainly is impoſe- 
4 ſible: for me to follow yon, but inw -O, 
4 Sir, that I could in every faculty of my ul be a 
: follower of you, even as you are of Chnft!—You 
bid me love enough; and doubtleſs if I could o, 


| enough, I ſhould (as you ſay) do enough, for per- 

4 fels tape is aufe Adee, . 4 to Cad 0h 

X ſin, and attain-to all holineſs. This is the glorious 

* privilege of the children of God; and this my fouF 
pants after. But though I can fincerely ſay that 
J love God above all things; yer it is very evident 
that I do not love enough, Decke the fruits of this 
perfect love are not produced in my ſoul. Some- 

. times my enemies ſeem intirely conquered, and my 
mind is ſmooth and calm, as were the waters after 

: Chriſt had ſaid to them, Peace, be ſtill, But 

- when I ſeem thus ſtrong, I am (to my inexpreſſible 

| ſhame and confuſion). found to be weakneſs itſelf : 

ſome trifle, which perhaps had appeared too con- 

temptible even to be thought of, will be the means 

of my inwardiy falling. But thanks be to God I 

have this given ? „ 


6 ap” as the apple of an eyes, 
„ The flighteſt touch of ſin to feel.“ 3 


WM To feel, and immediately to fly to that blood of 
ſprinkling which alone can cleanſe me from this 
pollution. But indeed, Sir, I find every day more 
and more the truth of your words, that 'T have | 
et need'to watch dlways.”” I am ſet as it were in the 
midſt of ſnares, both friends and enemies conſpiring 
together to keep me from that humility which is ſo 
neceſſary to one who wiſhes to be really a chriſtian. 
My enemies lead to pride, by railing at me for 
what is, and ought to be, in one ſenſe, my glory; 
and my friends, by having too high an opinion of - 

me. I think there. is none, except n 
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do not in ſome 3 bort me: ad] therefore, 
though I dare not call you. my friend, as implying 
| y particular attachment on out part, you are in 
fakt, my truoſt and beſt friend. Praiſe I now 'Uread 
ag poiſon; and yet my temper is ſuch as makes 
ſome encouragement neceſſary. Your behaviour to 
me is exactly fitted to Fa . the balance of my 
mind even; à ſmile approbation from yoby +18 
that pray aye which encourages without endongbrin 
Yeu will pardon my ſpeaking ſo much of plete: Z 
a patient, you know, muſt fully lay open his caſe 
to his phyſician; and I have been emboldened even 
by you - yourſelf, to increaſe the length of my let- 
ters. Oh may your blefled maſter re ward you for 
| — your labours in n and ſoy all your . | 


; H our unworthy, though 
n . I e vad kae. 
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- My. God, . how fata 4 1 experience t © 
;. 0 truth of this ar heart is noch i 
ad. deceitful above all thin oy and how great is my 
| ſorrow on the ir gp reflection ? Lo have, 
by - the. deoeitfulnels ickedneſs, of 1 85 
heart, juſtly forfeited my, and wc to the j joys of e berni 5 
incurred thy indignation, and made myſelf obnoxious 
to that dreadful ſentence ut ye curſed ! And how - 
guſt this ſentence, after the cries my deceitful 1118 25 
has betrayed me into; after the many gc reſolu- 
tions I DES broke : after the fins of ngratitude, Hi | 
ſumption, and.repining, with which I have 55 a 
any. ſoul! -How,often. have: 1 reſolxed, 
lolved, to keep a ſtrict wateh over. my, fy tg 155 
heart in the houſe of Lat, and let no Ent ght have 
ke entrance which cqul, my addreſſing my 
© Creator with the — | ig ? But, merciful 
| *I ed 50 ll this, Have Fe 
M5 wa not 
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y vanity, and my heart 
+. ideas, r__Y 


2 


ade 
ſelf, Dor: having thus +, "rout _ . On of- 


fended thee! I am utterly aſhamed and cabs 


at my daring, my monſtroys immer! How ſhall I 
dare to hope for pardon of a fin fo frequently re- 
peated, and with ſuch aggravations? When I con- 


38 the INN offmy guilt, my aſtoniſhed _ 
18 7050 * to hy in black d "9 B it 
1 fin againſt. * SHES 2 air DE 
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WE to progury. The thoughts of immortality, 


d' the furpri neſs of the Almighty ip 
: 23 hs of cr og 99 75 * Hill my 0 K 
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rat 1 Er: 42 
1 5 ee or Wer (i 2 delightful theme. 
405 den er that l am! 1 go on to 
Sen ts divine author of 1 my beipg , by my care- 
1 a Te .and irre xetent addreſſes, and my wick- 
ed an fantaſtic thou 1 My prayers are turned 
into fin : 1155 now ig it not prefumption, the highes 


poo ig 

+» 43 hrs it ine a; e in than L have yet com- 
itted, 40 pela i=. of it ? 1s not merey the'darling 

Fe 0 * it is; and 1 embrace and adore 


that Tmerc y that mercy which, is fo freely offered to 


the worſt 5 ſinhers: that mercy which is made ſure 
to us by the blood of a crucified Saviour. Oh my 
only refuge! my deareſt hope and everlaſtin 5 0 
* each x me gs « 0 RG the bert 


rany- 


| viction, again — 

checks of r copſcience, and the kind admonitions 

- of thy Holy Spirit; and, 8 . perverineſs1 

ind. all t the hopes I have of happineſs, fin againſt 

d, Whom I love and adore frem my ſoul, | 
3 whoſe favour I would this moment lay down 


lot in admiration, 


Hop e for pardon ? Or "rather, 


1 bow ) 


0 


is: undder ills” cannot prevent... ; Then 


Rave fer 
friend 1 Mag 


4 


Th av bf. ches atid the abberrenre 1 libre: 2422 
ilt . 1 deteſt” myſelf, hate my vile - ingratitudes- 
Jad am fully cunvincech oſ my own: weakneſs, an 1 5 


the vanit j of my bhoſti reſoluſions without hy aj. 
| ng gre 1.On grant me that; for the fake of my 
ver; 


on that aloe will I rely; never more 
will L truſt to the ſtrerigth 'of- my own reaſon; L 


have folinthby dear enpertence, that ; am folly and 


inconftimey itſelf: without thy aid I am worſe than 
nothiiig, but with! the bleſbng Lemplore, I ſhalt 
be. mn ri But is the ſin I have no 
[thei obly-inftinice. of the Wickedneſe 
deveitfulnefsof my heart.? Alas! it is bj, I 
— —»—„— its trencheryg 
day every: hour brings ſome: and gives me new” 
cauſe for grief and repentance: I refolve/ fre» 
quently, ''nb; more to repine at the  misfortungs-L 
lie under; -no'mdre: lock back with diſcontent; 
or- forwards with di „ Lande reſdl & 
firengtheh; by: reflection om the wiſdom, of God 
How -muchbeiter hekdows) tb ohuſs:for. mes thaw 
Lcduld for: nipſel37 ant how unavalling 1myjatience 
4. conſider” 
is ein compariſon; oi 
ſuffer, was not the — 


how fall my 
what Þ deſerve; and ſh 


inightyrinfinitely metciftl;- and whats bleſſings af - 

- ſichions.are: produſtivis of, hei nee vd with bus 

: andre And yet after all- this, chow 
ofton ds: I catch m — heart breathing an 


impious figh; ahd by this fearet Tomfekaändacuußt bs 
— | — are my eyedlift up, — FR 
Lord! why L thus miſerable r? Wh, while 
© | ſeé all around-me:gayi and pfoſperous. muſt 1 
* alone be . mount without find 
5 one 3 cr ani Fro * — 
e: the being diſappoint A in 
aſſections on, and deceiv vary 5 
traſted d With this nd 
boldneſs have I dared to expoſtalate with my Ma- 


ö BEN and r nee and time 


12 | e 


*, 


[_-100 ] 1 
_ for repentance. © Oh thou adorable Being l may I 
never more oſſend thee by a diſconte word o 
thought: but "xrant that every faculty of my ſoul 
may be in perfect reſignation to thy Will; and by 
this reſignation acquire that tranquillity and peace, 
Which all the delights of the earth are not able to 
| ive. „ v 1 
* Again. I reſolve every day to be perfectly eaſy 
under every little mortification I may meet in the 
common occurrences of life. How weak (I cry) 
Is it to be affected by the folly or ill- nature of the 
world! Why ſhould I regard the ſneers of people, 
whoſe low ſentiments are only deſerving ſcorn and 
pity ? Can the unreaſonable and unjuſt notions of 
another rob me of any real merit? Can an envious, 
a malicious, or a detracting ſpeech, do me any ma- 
terial injury, unleſs I give it force myſelf, by my 
impatience and want of temper? No ' certainly : 


nothing from without can hurt me, but by my o.] 


fault. A mind fortified with religion and philoſophy 
is proof ' againſt the darts of ſenſeleſs tattle, or ill- 
natured wit. Firm and collected within itſelf, it 
ſmiles ſuperior, and looks down on. the ignorant 
and the malicious with . wee werken 
juſt; and Oh that I could reduce them into prac- 
tice! But here I miſerably fail. After my ſoul 
has plumed herſelf with theſe fine notions, and is 
ready to pronounce herſelf equal to every trial, 
ſhe finks in the moſt ſhameful maimer. A word, 


a look, nay the very appearance of a ſlight, throws 


me into the greateſt uneaſineſs and confuſion; 
and though I can govern my temper enough to hide 
it from the world, my heart is ready to burſt with 
indignation. Strange weakneſs! But why do I 
call it ſtrange ? Am I not tod well / ucqua inted with 
the fatal cauſe of this, and almoſt every ſin I am 
guilty of? Tis vanity, that intolerable vanity, Which 
mixes itſelf with all J act, or ſpeak, or think. 
When l look ſtrictly into my deceitful and wicked 


©. heart, 1 find it ſo full of this abominable vice, that 


N regard 


r 


I chin of being for ever caſt out from the light of 


thoſe temptations I ſo often finktunder ! But above ' 


give med new. heart and a new ſpirit. Mortiffy - 


motives for pride and vain glory; Hear and grant. 
f ern e Modiator-and-Redoomer, 


Omen. meal gast labour--awut erke baue 
all fegt you, - 
"HESE, Oh — — Saviour, were tx 
end , o _ oaths: and abey it. 
AKE S '0 205 "ASEPE 1 come-” 
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L ze1r ] 
4:ogard myſelf with horror and amazement; and "I 
et perhaps the next moment indulge in airy | 
hemes ant ſelf. complacency. Sure there is not 
in the whole univerſe ſo vain. and ſinful a:wretch - 
as · Lam h What» can L hope for p What can I ex- - 
pect Will not eternal rejection from the preſence 
of God be juſtly my portion ? Ot the thought of un- 
uiterable horror! My God! my only hope! can 


1 
: * 
- 
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thy countenance, : and live? Why does not the 
drcagfol idea at once put an end to my being 7 Alt + 
the torments of damnation are ſummed up im theſe 
— 46 words Eternal. rejeftion from thy pre- 
fence l Ohgracious and adorable Being: let ns 
not bei 1 eyend imagination curſed In the 
name of my bleſfedd Saviour Himplere thy piiy! 
Oh look with eompsſſion em a ſoul Whick pants 
for grace and forgyenefs! ' · ſoul ſenſible of her 
weak and pollutect ſtate, and irrtiroly relying on 
thy mercy. Oh ſpeak peace to this troubled fea, - 
and all Halb be calm Give me ftrength to reſiſt 


all, change this wicked and edeeeitful heart, and 


in me all. proud thoughts and yaw: opinions of my- 
ſelf, and let not the bleſſings chews haſt beſtowed: + 
upon me increaſeimy eondemnation, by being. 


my requeſts, Oh: dveraneroifult God, for the be 
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'T come; unto RETRY Oh [thou light of the word! 
for reſt, peace and everlaſtiug refreſhment. Wearied 
with: treading the pathsof N and vanity:; Wearied 


with deceitful hopes and idle fears, and all the gay 
deluſions of: this 2 L come tothee for peace, 


and with full aſſurance of obtaining ii. Aſſurance 
founded on thy promiſes; thoſe promiſes which are 
truth itſelf: merciful as thy own-beneficent nature, . 


and unalterable as thy being. Heaven and earth 
_ ſhall paſs away, but thy word ſhall never fail. 
5 Encouraged by this word, I come: not even the 
reflection of my ahſolute unwomhineſt hall - keep 
me from thee. Tis to fanners that this heavenly 
call is addreſſed: ſinmers that labour und ef the heavy 
burden of their, offence; and ſuch am 1. The mi- 
ſerable Wreich who is chained: to the oar, ig not 


more weary of his ſlavery, than I am of my ſins: 


the fins which ſo eaſily beſet me, and ſo often con- 
quer my beſt reſolutions. Every hour I have ne 
reaſon to lament my weakneſs, and to coufeſs that 


thy grace is my only refuge. Onlet that grace, 
which has kept me — all infamous cximes be 


alſo my preſervative againſt thoſe ſins of the mind, 
Which, though hid from the ted: world: 
are all open to thee, and render my ſoul equally 
adious to the eye of heavem Oh ſave me from my. 
ſelf!-;from' my own proud thoughts and vain” af-- 
fractions! I come to thee bleſſed: Jeſusg that I may 


have reſt : Oh give me that reſt » then ſtikll: all be- 


perfe.&peace. and harmony; and my ſoul. hall feel 
no emotions but thoſe of joy and gratitude, Sener 
ere ar _ . and. almighty nnn 


ee 1 
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EIT and never failing reage y for all the troubles 
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and diſappointments of life ! Ineorruption ank | 
immortality! — Let me dwell on the charming of 
words: they carry peace and everlaſting joy in the 
ſound. And yet how little can my ſoul underſtand: E 
of their. full import, clogged by the weight of fleſh; = 
and blood ? Darkened by this cloud of ſin and er- | 
ror, what true idea can ſhe: form of incorruption # if 
But if the faint ſhadow and diſtant proſpects affords 
ſuch delight, what will the full enjoyment give? 
Imagination is loſt in the dazzling reflection | All. | 
the ſcenes of this lower world vaniſh as a miſt bes | 
bote: the ſun; and my elevated ſqul-wholly:.abforpt | 
in contemplatian af thofe mighty bleſlings, ſeems, i 
to ſoar above the ſtars, and launch into the ſea of | 
eternity. My- God My evezlaſting hope! Great. 
and-adorable:Creator of all things |. Where: ſhall 1 
find words expreſſive of my wonder, my joy and. 
gratitude 7 Thy mercy, thy free, and boundleſs mer 
cy; from nothing called me into being, and made that 
ing e eto an endleſs duration: formed me- 


fore 


* ** 9 


my fouls take wingz again loſe thyſelf in the- . 
vighng” 4 5 , bliſs ful 


"= _ 


when this corruptible: ſhall have put on incerru 


non; when this companion (which: in ſpite of e 
miſeries it betrays thee into, is ſtill dear and ſtill 


— tenderly ' beloved) ſhall - — — of ia 
or — woekicls pure and ethereal, per- 
RE fared, forall the purpoſes of thy enlarged 


2 and the completion of thy glory and hap- | 

pineſs. 0 bleſſed and deſirable eee. tee 

permanent delight, and never fading 0! With 
ul! Fired 


whht rapture does thy idea inſpire my 
by thoughts like theſe; 1 riſe far above the moſt 


glorious” proſpects, earth, with all her bonſted va - 


rreties, can give. 'Pleaſures, riches; honours; What 


= ve all? Emptineſs and nothing — at the leaſt 


gh nipſe of eternal day, how ye vamtfh into ſoft air! 


are all your ſhining toys; your painted glories 


intirely loſt! And Oh may their deluding ſhadows 


never return to darken my ſoul} May the, Dai im 


hom I truſt, preſerve me from all their 

_ tins; may his merey ever protect and guide me, 
and bring,1 me in the end to that ſtate of iner 

and immortality, which Thope for through the me- 
rits and mediation of our ane wks et een 


r wn 78 | Os" N 
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Tie Peter fad, Mae that God is ine refintier- ag! : 


fer fons ; but . in every „ An ens: 
worketh Aer eee im. W e 


0 


: abteneſs and folly of national or- religious pre - 


* Som that one would imagine it ſhould intirely 


baniſh thoſe odious and ꝓernicious prineiples from 

the whole chriſtian world. But: daily experience 

tos: MENS 8 the contra; and the . 
5 . e 


bplifsful profpea! Think on the joy thou wil keel 
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+ 
people who would be thought to have the groateſt 
zeal for the good of ſouls; are of all others the rea- 
dieſt to condemn thoſe who diſſent from them. Tis 


a common (though falſe aſſertion) of libertines that 
ieſts of all religions are the ſame; but they might 


truly affirm, that bigots of al} religions are the ſame, 
equally deſtructive of the peace of their fellow- 


creatures, and the laws of civil ſociety. What wild 


havock, what horrid ſcenes of blood and ſlaughter, 
have been produced hy miſtaken zeal and blind pre- 


judice ? The hiſtories of former times abound with 
mocking inſtances of this kind; and ſtrange in- 


conſiſtency! The perſecuted party have no ſooner 
got the upper hand, but they have, with the power, 
aſſumed the ſpirit of their perſecutors, and been 


guilty of the very acts of injuſtice they had. ſs 


udly exclaimed againſt, Tis true, the degrees 
and kinds: of perſecution differ, according to the 
particular notions of the ſecta or the particular laws. 


of the ſtates where git is praftiſed ;. but eee, | 


in whatever ſnape or degree, is fti} perſecution, a 


proceeds from that ſpirit of prejudice and bigetry. 
which makes us look on God as a reſpecter of per- 


/ fons, and on all thoſe. Who differ from us as his ene- 


mies, and e eee eee, e eas 


bands but contempt aud cruelty. Thus the fuxious 


Roman Catholic brands with the name of heretic, 


them with fire” and ſword in this world, and ſen- - 


tences them to eternal puniſhment: in the next; and 
the ſtanch ſour Proteſtant devoutly expatiates. on 
the crying ſin of idolatry, never thinks of the pope 


without joining with him antichriſt and the devil, 


abſolutely pronounces the church of Rome to be the 
whore of Babylon, and expects (with great chriſtian 
charity) that in a fewages wore jſhe: and all her 


the lake of:fire and brimſtone. Nay, the bigots of 


(even) che little tiifling ſects into Which the reſorm- 
ed re igion is ſubdivided; all agree to, en en 
5 . other, 
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» 
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other, aud wholly to appropriate to thoſe of their 

own denomination, the title of God's church; and 

God's chofen, Surprizing narrowneſs of ſoul {. 
it 


Worſe than — 1 y They had ſome excuſe 
the 


for their arrogancy: the particular manner in which 
providence had diſtinguiſned them from the reſt of 


the world, feemed to be ſome foundation for their 
pride to build on; and ' tis not to be wondered that 
the dark ſhadow of the law ſhould obſcure the prin- 


eiple of umverſat benevolence. But that people 


anger the glotious difrenfation; of the gbſpel, men 


vrho pretend tio be followers of that geſus whoſe 
whole life was a ſcene of moderation and charity, 
who laid down his life for his enemies, and prayed 
ſor his murderers: in a wotd, that chfiſtians ſhould 
deſpiſe, hate; and perſecute their fellow-chriftians;- 
is 4 conſideràtion equally melancholly and amazing! 
Miſtaken men 1s then the gieat Creator of the 


unwerſe, the preferves of all his creatures, — . 


Godiofimercy; who-would no that awy one fidultl 
riſh; is this adorable being a reſpetterof-perfons? 
his juſtice to be biaſſed by ybur fooliſh diſtine- 

tions ? Or his mercy leſſened by your uncharitable 


_ adgments? In vain you would make the Almighty. 


4/ party in your quarrel, and pretend io be fighting 
his eauſe! He diſclaims: ſuck» furious champions; 
not will true religion allow ef defenders; who are 
deftroying the meſt glotious part of her ſyſtem, that. 
| pt pm of univerfal charity, Whichan'the apoſtoli- 
eat times was the diftinguiſhing mark of chriſtianity. 
It was then faid; See how'theſe:chriſtians love one 
another! But now (fad contraſt!) ſee how theſe” 
_ chriſtians hate one another! Oh bleſſed and ever-- 
merciful God! look down with compathon on the 
deplorable ſtate of the chriſtian world 1 See how 


my church is laid waſte and rent afundet, by the 


fraud, malice, or blind zeal of particular meme in 
ene place over · run by faperſtition;. in another un- 
dermined by ſcepticiſm; and every where robbed of 
| Ker primitive peace and purity.» Oh reſtore that 


purity 1 
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reform her ſuperſtitions, and grant that we. may, 


z 


and unbounded charity to our fellow · creatures, and 
Aa firm and lively faith in our bleſſed Redeemer, 


A dore thee the only irue Gad; and, aſter a life of 
Pony and. virtue, attain ane of:unalterable glory and 
happige&s. r wi ah ot rg HET Oe 


124 8 


Cad tiau ant my God 7 .carly will T ſeek tliee. 
« 4 ; \ þ a 


| THEN ve are deprived of all the joys of life, 


in a condition ſo deſperate — Will reflection on 


the paſt» give us-caſe ? —— Alas! it makes Fthe 
wounds {till deeper; and every remembrance oft 


treachery of our friends, or the, malice of our ene · 


mies, draws a new ſigh from the oppreſt and aghing 


heart, and a freſh: tear from the ſinking eye. 


Shall we look, forwards ? — All dark and gloomy iy 


the proſpect, and the mind, wearied with affliction 


and -wholly depreſt by grief and diſappointments, 
ſhudders at the thought of launching again inta the 
ſea of deluſions, of again truſting, and being again 
deceived. In circumſtances. ſo-deplorablg, nothing 
can calm our grief, nothing afford us one moment's 
peace, but ſeeking early after Cod; and happy! 


thrice happy! that ſoul, which can ſay, with the 
royal P/almiyjt, O God thou art my God, my refuge in 
all my diſtreſſes, my only hope, and everlaſting peace — A 
man who can look up to the great author of nature 
with a confidence like this, who can ſeek after God 


with full aſſurance of finding him, and in him a ſure 


relief 


with one heart and one mind, with univerſal lo 
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porior to all events, and may be happy in the maſt 


Ba terrible afflictions. Is he deprived: of his eſtate, 


reduced to a deſpiſed and unrelie ved poverty f He 
is ſtill rich in the pleaſing hopes, that his God will 
one day beſtow on him a glorious and never - faili 


inheritance. Is he by death robbed of his deareſt 
friends? His grief is immediately calmed by the 


thoughts of that eternal ſtate to which he is every 
moment approaching, and where he will meet tho 
dear objects of his tendernels, never, never to be 
— rom them more. Is his reputation made a 
facrifige to ſpite and calumny, and himſelf con- 
demted, reviled, and hated,” by his acquaintance ? 
Still true to his principles, and firm in his truſt 


on the Almighty, he braves the ſtorm, and with 


joy looks forward to that day, when his accuſers 
ſhall: be covered with ſhame and confuſion, 
and his innocence declared in the ſight of men 
and angels. Is he betrayed by thoſe. he truſted 


with an -unbounded confidence, by thoſe who 
were dear to him as himſelf, and for Whoſe life 
he would freely have paid his own? Even in 


mis affliction (which is of all others the moſt grat- 


ing to human nature} he is ſtill maſter of himſelf, 


and poſſeſſing his ſoul in patience and reſignation, 


looks up to that friend who-will never deceive tim, 


to that God who is truth itſelf. Convinced of the 


folly of placing his love and truſt on creatures, he | 


fixes it wholly, on the eternal Creator, and ac- 
Eknowledges with fincerity the mercy. of God, 

in thus graciouſly releaſing his heart from. thoſe de- 
luading ties, which had ſo often drawn him from 
the centre of the true happineſs, the end of his be- 
ing. Thus bleſſed is he, who can ſay with faith, 
gratitude, and humility, 0 God, thou art my Cod! 
Grant, Oh moſt adorable and omnipotent Being! 
grant me this (glorious ' privilege! I have W 


more to aſk, That thou art my God, is a blei- 


fing infinitely greater than the Whole creation can 
„ 7 Tb --., _ beſtow; 
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of men and devils. 
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: Win ; infinitely beyond all I can aſk or conceive; | 


Poſſeſſed of this, I can defy the combined malice 


Welcbme fdiftreſs, 5 
diſappointment, and- aft * F . 
what I have ow dreaded! open all, if it 
is. the will of heaven! What are vs capabls 
of doing me, white I cat ſay to hs . of . 
«© Thou art my God 7 And inks Oh _ 
fountain of life and author of all good, tis thy 


gracious will that I ſhould thus addreſs thees elſe 


why this firm reliance on thee in all my afflictions ?* 
Why this intire confidence on thy 2 and — 1 
neſs; in «the mid ſt c uf my ſufferi 
wren my heart has been Haking I 
—.— have I found relief — comfort, by ap- 

to thee ? In troubles which I have thou | 

ble to be endured, 'thou haſt Keen: | 

and when at any time” I have been teth rods To: 
kee. and dared to murmuf and b 
how =D by 2 — rate” inſpired The WIt bes. 


morſe , and' has ed me tõ müxe 4 


new act f u 60 ade 1 rovidence ! Sure dk 
aa week e ene bee 
neverTepa es ior 
and tender 229 with 7991 
2 the 1 e has ſo e - 
ut grant, 1 Father, that in ** 
tn pale mend 50s ph breath ore 2 
ſeek thee early, and in ſcekinz thee fin — be 
bleflings thou haſt promiſed, peace. 8 trath- 
_ quillit in tliis life; and eve! 32 15 
in the next! Theft freue, teſe clings n no 
in the name, and for due ſake of my m | {Rev 
. Jeſus Chriſt. ne 
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els ?.. All. things, are 228 8 55 
apt..kngw, do, 15 1 le tenth 
I Oh my fu, thin al ths 
— my: heart; ne all- 
, 1805 | 3 wi 
| ie then, dear r theo! 
thy whole bleſſed image in my foul ? un Wore, 


thineſs I know is greater than that of any other 


creature” in the uniyerſe; but this unworthineſs 
will the more magnify- thy mercy, I have only 
my unwerthineſs to plead ; and I have no hope 
atoning bloodz Oh let this blood, 
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TAWUARY b. bees, Glory u the, col 
e meray, Who has this 1705 when fulk» 
1555 under great heayinels bath of ſoul and hady, 2 


my peace, cleanſe me alſo from 
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wt] 
every fin; and let that bleſſed Spirit, who has 
ſealed and witneſſed this 2 to my ſoul, be now 
a ſpivit of burning, to conſume all my drofs, and 
to purify me even as— Oh glorious proſpe&, - 
heart-enlivening hopes, let me fink into the duſt 
before thee! Cod of glory, Goch of purity, I am 
loſt in felf-abaſement! But haſt thou not pro- 
miſed ? And wilt thou not fulfil thine own gra- 
cious word? Oh give me then perfect fanRifica- 
tion of body, ſoul, and ſpiri; and let this heavy 
croſs which ſeems now coming upon me, be, dy 
thine all-powerful grace, turned into a means 
of forwarding thy bleſſed work in my ſoul. Let 
every bitter cup which thou permitteſt to be given 
me, be joy fully received, as ſerving in ſome degree 
to conform me to thy ſufferings; and let me in all 
things, though ever fo contrary to my corrupt nature, 
give thanks, and ſay continually, Lord not my will, 
but thine-be done. Amen, . Gs 
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